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Methods of excavation of multi-layered settlements of the
Bronze Age

Summary

Two methods are used during excava-
tion of multi-layered settlements of the
Bronze Age: excavation in arbitrary layers
and excavation in natural layers. During
excavation in arbitrary layers the archae-
ologist creates horizontal grounds and ex-
cavates by artificially divided units - con-
texts. During excavation in natural layers,
all layers are excavated separately. When
using this excavation method, these layers
will be separately taken from above to be-
low so that layers are excavated according
to their contours.

Both of these methods have their advan-
tages and disadvantages.

Advantages of excavation in arbitrary lay-
ers are as follows: the works are performed
quickly, they are easily controlled and
therefore, are very effective. When using
these excavation methods, the staff having
no experience in excavating may also be en-
gaged in the works after a small practice.

Tchabashvili Levani,
Assistant Proffesor,
Sokhumi State University

As the working areas are permanently
horizontal, it is easy to document them. In
addition, it is easy to calculate the duration
of works.

Disadvantages are as follows: on the mon-
uments where sequence of layers is frequent,
it becomes complicated to establish the con-
nections (interrelations) between them.

Advantages of excavation in natural lay-
ers are as follows: interrelation of separate
sections is visible in the course of excava-
tions. Possibility of early interpretation al-
lows clarification of doubtful issues directly
on the monument. This can be done only
here for sure. A significant advantage is that
it is possible to precisely define the origin of
the discovered archaeological material.

As for disadvantages, using this method
takes more time. It is difficult to define the
time necessary for excavations. The staff
engaged in excavations must have vast ex-
perience. As a rule, staff having such expe-
rience is rare and this requires permanent
control by the leader of excavations.
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