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Some observations on the origin of the Iori-Alazani river basin
Toponymics

Lagiashvili Giorg,
The University of Georgra

Resume

The article discusses the etymology of
some toponyms in the Ior-Alazani river basin
(Hereti, the modern Kakheti of Georgian His-
toric Tradition). It is suggested that a number
of toponyms should be formed at the early
stage of differentiation of the Kartvelian lan-
guages. The author does not agree with the
researchers who consider the tribes of the re-
gion as the North Caucasian or Albanian (Al-
bania of the Caucasus). On the basis of analy-
sis of archaeological material, it is shown that
at different times, there were various ethnic
streams in the territory of Hereti. For exam-
ple: in XV-XIV centuries of old BC, in this
region enters the ethnic stream living in the
steppes of the North Caucasus, which eventu-
ally assimilates with the local population.

In VII-VI centuries of old BC, in Here-
ti enter Scythians and in I century of old
B.C., on the lower zone of a river Alaza-
ni, the short expansion of Albanian tribes
has a place. These ethnic flows, of course
were leaving the trace in the topography of
Hereti, but this circumstance does not pro-
vide the base for the fact that the autono-
mous population of the Iori-Alazani river
basin should be considered as non-Geor-
gian ethnos, because as it was mentioned
above in the toponymic of this region there
is a layer that comes from the Kartvelian
linguistic world. Therefore, we should
consider not only North Caucasian or Al-
banian but Georgian ethnic elements as the
autonomous population of Hereti.
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