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For the iconography of women riders seating side saddled on a horse
found in Colchian collective graves

Research of VIII-VII century Colchian
culture and its interaction with sur-
rounding civilizations is very much cen-
tered around the bronze statues of wom-
en, riding the horses; Given sculptures
were mostly found in signature Colchian
collective graves. Interest towards Col-
chian sculptures was triggered by the
discovery of similar statue in Greece, in
Herayon, Samos Island.

This type of iconography was not char-
acteristic for Colchian culture, especially
till VIII - th century BC. Hence, appear-
ance of these statues is the result of import
from outside, neighboring civilizations.
Side seated raiders and their sculptures
are characteristic for Greek and Eastern
cultures. Side seated figurine of the wom-
an can be seen in Museum of Israel (Jeru-
salem); VIII-VII century BC. figurine is
made in bronze. Along with statue of men,
with a cup in one hand, this group of stat-
ues have many analogies with ones recov-
ered in burial places of Luristan. Besides,
side seated horse rider sculptures of late
bronze period are met in Greece, Crete and
Cyprus. Terracotta figurines, also from late
bronze period are discovered in Festos and
Syllamos, where goddess is side seated on
riding horse, with hands diverted to sky.
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L. Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

Lately, similar sculptures are mostly met
in Pelopones archaeological fields.

When compared, Colchian figures
are found to have more similarities with
Greek items, than with ones discovered
in Eastern lands. We can conclude that
these patterns of sculptures were born in
Colchis region, as a result of interaction
with western civilizations. Story looks
similar with appearance of bronze Fibu-
las and minor bronze items, Mukhurcha
statues of bull or charioteer serve as an
example. Items recovered in Lorestan are
dissimilar, riders look stylistically differ-
ent, but what they have common is their
presence in burial places, seemingly hav-
ing different outlines but maybe similar
purpose. Unlike Colchis and Luristan na-
tions, Greeks were using respective stat-
ues only inside altars for sacred rituals.

Statues of horse riding women recov-
ered in Colchian culture have many
unique details. After adopting the sculp-
tures and integrating them into daily life,
it seems Colchis soon introduced their
own characteristic patterns of manufac-
turing the items, heavily influenced by
the local past, and these statues finally
found their honorable place in Colchian
culture of VIII-VII centuries BC.
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