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Summary

The article addresses a significant issue -
location of Deda-tsikhe (Mother-Fortress)
mentioned in “The Georgian Chronicles”.
According to researches it appears that it is
possible that Deda-tsikhe may be not Sam-
shvilde and should be searched somewhere
else. Samshvilde and Deda-tsikhe are ab-
solutely different fortresses and it is inad-
missible to mix them. Even the founders of
these two fortresses are different. Accord-
ing to “The Life of Georgians”, Samshvilde
was founded by Kartlos: “After that Kartlos
built the fortress Orbi, which is now called
Samshvilde”, during the time when the
construction of Deda-tsikhe was associat-
ed with the wife of Kartlos, “After that his
wife built Deda-tsikhe. She also built Bos-
tan-kalaki, which is now called Rustavi”.

According to “The Life of Georgians”,
after the death of Kartlos, his son Gachios
became the master of the fortress Orbi,
i.e. Samshvilde - “To Gachios she gave
Orbis-tsikhe, the land from the river of
Sk’vireti to the borders of Abotsi”. As for
Deda-tsikhe, it is mentioned with Kakhos
(brother of Gachios) — “though Deda-tsikhe
belonged to K’akhos”.

Deda-tsikhe is always mentioned to-
gether with Rustavi which makes it clear
that it was the mother-fortress of Rustavi.
Rustavi was the central city of Kukheti.
Considering that according to the legend
provided in “The Life of Georgians”, De-
da-tsikhe belonging to Kakhos was given
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by the latter to Kukhos, it is thought that
this fortress must be located near Rustavi,
at the border of Kakheti-Kukheti.

“To K’akhos she gave the land be-
tween the Caucasus and the mountains of
K’akheti, from the river Aragvi to the riv-
er T'q’et’ba, which is a border of Hereti.
K’akhos built Cheleti, and K'ukhos helped
him”.

According to the legend, when Kakhos
started building Cheleti fortress and his
brother Kukhos helped him, Kakhos gave
Deda-tsikhe to Kukhos for his help — “K’ak-
hos built Cheleti, and K'ukhos helped him.
That is why, though Deda-tsikhe belonged
to K’akhos, the latter gave it to K'ukhos as
a token of his gratitude for his aid in the
development of Cheleti, which, being the
first in K’akheti, was given the name Ber”.

The territorial dispute between two
feudal estates — Kakheti and Kukheti in
VI-VIII centuries is clearly seen from the
legend. The subject of the dispute was De-
da-tsikhe, i.e. to whom it belonged. It is
clear that Deda-tsikhe represented a sig-
nificant fortress and it was located at the
border of Kakheti and Kukheti. Moreover,
presumably, Deda-tsikhe was located on
the territory of Kakheti, in any case in Ka-
kheti as it was considered by the contem-
poraries of this feudal estate — residents of
VI-VIII centuries, however, it is also clear
that the fortress belonged to Rustavi, was
its mother-fortress, and Rustavi was the
central city of Kukheti. Therefore, it be-
came necessary to have a legend which
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would explain how Deda-tsikhe appeared
in the hands of Kukheti. The legend was
reflected in the introductory story of “The
Life of Georgians” — “History of the Kings
and Patriarchs of the Georgians” which
may be briefly called “The Life of Patri-
archs”. The legend provides a narration of
why Deda-tsikhe located on the territory
of Kakheti became owned by Kukheti. The
chronicler found an adequate explanation
of this issue in “The Life of Patriarchs”: Ka-
kheti built Cheleti and his brother Kukheti
helped him in construction. That’s why,
Kakheti gave Deda-tsikhe to Kukheti as a
token of gratitude. Thus, the dispute was
finished — there was nothing to dispute
about — this issue had already been resolved
by the ancestors — Kakheti and Kukheti.
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Illustrations

1. Samshvilde Citadel, the Cellar in the
trenches N°67 and N°68.

2. The water supply system fragment in-
side the Citadel walls. Trench Ne69.

3. The Black pottery fragment of the
middle Bronze Age.

4. Glazed bowl of the 12-13cc. A.D.

5. Sioni section. O8 trench, grave Ne2.



