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330960 69mE0mM®o BB MMM IOL
(096909, 300G5dg, 1981, a3. 18-22).
d3™3930 M9@1aol 459mygbgdol sEoge-
00 B59BH0S OIPIBEHWIMYJOMWO Bods6ro-
390l 5 BOHOE™ 3533956006 bgmero-
0960 bsbols oligo dgaegd by, HmymEmO-
399 LebEOW3ML odmdzsdaol M3 13qbo
(BPg. 39339b0s) (3amarauH, AKpHTAC,
1959, cT. 445), 350U ,,50Ob30L“ (bo-
39369 ™) bgmeomMo doboggdo (Go-
309, 1977), bLgeom s xgHIMbol (do-
@5 Jo6ro) BsdmbobsMgdo (35esb-
©5dg, 1952, 93. 8-9) s bbg. J30L bobols
dsBEgdOL IJMEISO w)ds39d0L 3rt-
3930 sbsEIMAO0MMO 39dbozmMo bgeby-
dol 359mygbgdol gemgmeo d9dmbgyg-
3990 56 890dEgds 535 vy 08 dgawols
33096090 5530l Fob0dbgdsE d0z30B-
Bomm. Msls3306039w0s, 9930050 oM
6@ 893093560L 9.§. ,,89@gbol grer-
GOoL“ dgagddo OEILEMMYdEds
09939005, LyOE I3MEO30 MYGToMg-
0oL 3996035 MBoegl Mmbgbgs v93560-
o, Bosg 99 F9dbozmemo bgMbgdoom
560b 53718539000 89IHOL ZNLH Y-
6oL obOOLYZ9MYd0. T SMOGIMO 593
L59MM LoMboL dggdmsb, HMAwgdos
5QM9Lsd0fodmddgm bsbols bsdyarols
1593900 HgdOL  BoLIGIMYOS  SGOL
doBbgmo. 50bsb0dbsg0s, MM Lombol
doboer9ddo, Bgdmo s50bodbmen bsdyols
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Bobotongdl 4o, 30093 MMbO Fs6E0-
30 3m®AoL Bsbo®m0s sdmBgbogro. g&-
00 o560 BIMY5e009d M0 5RO~
0o G0L 53gobY, IgmEq - 3OO0 GO
96533939, 99bsdg - 3o70L EredgarsHyY
5 Jgmmby 39790L 3030056 9653 393%9
(09650009, 30MMsdg, 1981. @so. IIL. 30).
. 6gd0gmHodol sBOom, Gmymez o0
3sL5egd0b BB, 6590l bESbs®-
AMo gmOIs IO 30093 56 M0l dg-
305390990, Mo3 BLoMmbol Joloerol sq-
9 mdoL 35603690900 @S 9O G 9MMO
300960 ,,d0899m09839L“ BH0o30Ls 56 Mbs
0ymb (bgdoghody, 2010, a3. 85).

03039 990dwgds 00g3sL  bsddg0em-
oL  8mbs3m3z35MmBY, o3 Loddzow ol

3M9d3osdo, ghmo dgbgzom, MEbm
byl 000930 qdsl G™390L. Lod-

d30olb  3m33wgdbdo dgol 3093
960 Ls0bEHIOLM sMYooEOl 05Mo-
00, MHMIgEog Bsdmyswodgdwos me-
BIOEd, 0533900AZOIN, LHMO -
by @sdgesBy, HMIgeog mOHIBOOZ 5oL
5339(300. dobo geom-ghomo Loy®mdozo
33000 bgs ©s J39©s LOdOHYOWH
539600, ©IMY30 MgBHdom sMHoL
3983MMIGOY0, beaerm 056MH5QOL drreM-
do, Logobaadm® oMby gdMo Asbo-
30 33960l dgb3gmolL 3Mmbgdo gMHOb-
3900l ,,60L350E0bgdMOHO* F39MHOE0s
Do60ngddboro. 0sMorol dgmeg bLogy®mdo-
30 33900 LodGMEYolb dodzgdo M9Evy-
dom 56MH0L 3353900, 0939, OM-
3MO3 1sddz0wEOL 39508 OLEMmOL3OMOL
d9000b3935d0. 056M0OL I39HO0s6, g-
w806 9d 30009l bdsMgdols dggyo©
Podmddbowo  dGfgobzoyg sbsrg3wo
2399Bb0s, 53 3398304053069, MM gL
0565003,  b593olgdGms©, Lsd39w0
56036 gdom  Lobdsmo  dgagboro
0561500l 3060l QoLHYMd BsLsGML mb-
5 §o6m3mMoqbgl (BHod.IV. 6) (L.
14 1,2). sbgoo 839600560 05650900
LemwoEOo  MomEgbmdom  43b3qds



LELEW3IML  IgBMEoNM® ©s bgmero-
06 B9bqdd0 (3amaraun, Axpurac, 1959;
Axpumac, 1957, c. 436), ¢gdod3ol (bg-
9 1356900) s 35¢EEOOL sboergddo,
LgEmbys s X9MIMBOL boymdgddo (3o-
obgosdg 1953, bob. 137 1-23; Lodoton-
390l 5OJgmemos, 1991, ¢3. 216, bob.
137 18-19). sbgoo 93960060 0sM5M9-
00, MHMIGLOE 39MR9© 630056 9dw-
o ,,60L350FH0LYIMMO F3gMOWOlL s-
dm ,,5639L0LYdMEMO" ML, FoGOME
30390905 bgmemomol bsbsdo s 9.§.

HI T

METRIC 1

L. 14.1 Pic.

by®. 14.2 Pic.
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bhsdos

000l ByMEoMWOHO“ 3w EHWMOOL ©o-
dobsbosMYdG0  05MOMOL  Lobgmdo

3093956605 (aM0ymeos, 1977). sty
993D 9500 XM 300093 56O 255860
©5H39P0wo 3MMHIGO0, Logobygdm m®mIb-
030 5319853905 s Bb3. OMmAMOE gu
153930 EOL  sMSMOLOsM30L GOl bo-
956Md0g30. Lsddzowool  Abysglbo
G03MmMyoMo s (9db03mmo 60dbg-
dob 3dmbyg ,,60L35ME0LYdMO F39Mm0Eo-
960 056500 503MmBgboos Lombols bo-
dbobo®®y. sl dgaeol 99gabfogerg-
WO - . 30W65IY ,,9¢)9 0530L9d0EO“
b330l »fm©adl s dgyol 430-
36 6gmE0m-969mmomom  ©dsmt0-
0909 3603369c0mdsl 560Fqol (A9bsd-
©9, 3oMsdg, 1981, 93. 84). sLgmogzy
050500 50dMBgboos dwboliols Mso-
mbol fomgwlmggedo, MHmIgeos, sbg-
39, 969Mm@omOHo HBBom MIMOWEYdS
(BgdogMody, 2010, a3. 97-98, Fod. XXXV
3; Torennsa, Yenupgze, Apanumsuian, 1986,
c. 61-62).

153330 OL, JOMYGMwo Loboo (ot~
dmygbo, dmbsdmzstmms JmEOl 56-
1539PMGO00 1OYLIMHOOIOMS MOLOO-
sbol i39@Hebs v 139¢3960lgdGo 0s-
6500 (BHod. IV. 2) (Lé. 15). ogo hsdmys-
WO0dOMW0S  HMWRIOES  BsI3Mombo
9y3560mdoL BsMINM sdgeoligd©
9653393H9. dobo  FoGrxg9bs  a39MO
dogar Log?Mdgbyg »mbgdo Mg@dom s6-
ol Q5300 Y-2503mMHFGOICn0. FgmMY
33900 BsbsbgzmmE MmOl ©s3v)dszg-
3o 93905 LOBdMEHYJD, bmerm o
Boffoosb (1396909 2onm®3qdeos
LomEMo© Bogobo, H3Mowo, ,,0565¢0-
GobgdYMO", 300JBY IYNWYPONLO OY-
GNdom, M3 056500l bdocmgdols 3erm-
3930 Homdmddboer Bsbo@gbgddo o6 vb-
5 9933995¢0mb. 53 Lobom FoRMmOIYdv)-
@O 3390©YOOL Fgbzg®ol FadGowdo
dobgowo {39605 FoMdmgdbowo, Grndg-
og 903539000 8900w gds Ymzowoym
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3990996900 HMamO 3 LobgMg@o, oby
L5dY9MJBIO 05Ol sb0TEMgdom.

by6. 15 Pic.

039®9b6ob gy dmerm, od, Loss
MEGHYIL LOdOEY WS 965BH3IYEOL dMM-
3MOOL 5005, bogobagdmo s6ob
©PbIX OO, 30©YIObY Foyggbgdey-
0o MGHYIom Bsdm30egdmeo gobogo
3653393900, G153 05M50OL bgwdo dm-
bgdbgdmmo oFgMobsmgol 6 dobo
GoMHDY ©5353Mm900L d0Bbom Mbs 0gmls
B5356b5H930 (Bod. IV. 2).

15333000 §39@960L AbyogLo 0ot~
0900 QOO MoMmOIbMBOm ML Fo-
99600 mxzol 65dmbobwsmol 300-
3wqdbdo (6gdog®modyg, 2010, a3. 53. God.
VI 1-4). 3o «999¢gbmds Bsdmyswrodg-
dM0d 39b0ge sdgergd by o6 odyg-
©@obgde 565339(390D9. domo goo-96M-
00 LoaMA030 343900 MBOM BIoMS
do6x39bs, LHTIZ0¢EOL VMOl Abyog-
Lo M0 M9EHdocmgdmwo. doo Jm-
ol 33b30gds IM30MHI3069 339MWI0-
by Lb3oslbgs LOdMEHYOID JOITBMO-
3900 05M50gdoi3 (6gd09Gm0odg, 2010,
33- 53. $o0. 111-12; #od. 11 17-18).

1538300OLS s HmRol 393969gd0L
G03MEMP0M0 s 39JJbmwmaomcdo
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AbaogLigds, 59 d9agdl ImEOL JOHMmbm-
@MIONO0 5 FYWAHNOYWO bsobErm-
30U bsgerolbdm dsB3969dgaos.

030l B58MLbEMMD LGeom® ©o
3DLOHUOIX bosdbrmzgby Jbs Joy3s-
6036909l Lsddz09do sEdmBgbowo
39933003509 mBB0Os6OL Mbgw sbs@)-
3969 3°8mOHIGOMo olcmoLHzgMo, G-
@ob J39©s 30bggdo JmdMy35wgd)-
W05 5 05O ol dbysglo dmy-
39600mds 593l Jogdo (Gso. 1V.1)
(bme. 16). obEOLE39MOL MO39 43900,
30099006 oygbgdiewro  oMAYIY-
000 (396¢0L39gb F0TsMMMEo Mbgwo
96533939000 3OOl 535390W0. 0o~
500l Moo Bw9dgEe O LOYM-
do30 23909003 MM039 LO¥OEY0IbYS
9GHw30m9dmwo.  Lsdffbsdm, dobo
039600l dotisbgbs bsfowo  Bsdm@Egbo-
@05, 1¥ddz0EOl olMOLH3gMo 03~
30635009 MdLOOSBOL Gog@memom, gdls-
393905 sBYMOS0K 6Ol dgom3 396030
969momm®o bsbol bsdmbobeomby
50dmBgbo LmGmxmdosh olmobf3g-
M90L, 5453 bogbo sb0dbMEgdOl 0o~
50900l ol¥IBOIdEs©, Tbmerm
390330635¢g  MmdLboOsbos  edmygbg-
000, M53 MM bogeolbdms (My-
cen6u, 2007, cr. 131, Ta6. XXIX 4-8).
050D 93930009000 5Bl Mo-
9000 B5YMHOMYdMs Fmaol J30b oo-
Go0ms  3m33wgdido Fgdsgzswo  gMO
olMoLY39M0, GMIgGWOE, MMYMEOE BMO-
dom, olby FgMEOEO ©5319d5390000 o
bmdgdomsi 30 B39bo 05Msmol BbmuGo
Mg (bgdogMody, 2010, a3. 53. ¢od.
XXV 1). 8500 6ol asbbbgsggds dbm-
MmO ol s6MHoL, MM fmgzgol obMolbfzg-
60 93M(3530 ®9&wd00 5MOL oddsz9-
000. H™mRol 05MoEol sligmo dgmMoEo
053853900l LoyyAdz9w by . bgdog-
0dgl  459mmgdo 943l FOMbowo
35050  0LOOLH39MHOL  4305b6go
o®mdmBogemdols dglobgd (bgdogMody,
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OO bdergl gasb gabpsgLgds s 8g-
Loderms 0go 8dogz-bygzool Lsboo ym-

2010, 93. 53), GsLoE 396 2930B0SMGI.
MMy 36mdowos, I9mMe©o ©odvy-
353900l sbsgrmaomMo bgMbgdo, 39339~

Lools bgs3sbbgs Mgyombol bgmero-
0160 bsbol dggergdobomgol (bmlitrmzm,
350060, Lgwm, xgHIMbo s Ibg.) do-
9my9b9gdos 36od@H035d0, MsHy3 bY-
9o 23Jmbs BodsGO.
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19300 0d9MMHYOL bgmerom-9bgmwomy)-
60 bsbol 3oL ©sd)ds3900L 3H9dbozme
G©50030908 s Fsm0 y3056gero bo-
B0 ©IMHOPGDS odMOOEbHY0s” (Rm-
3JW0s, F9odg, 33. 62, GHod. LII 2(9)).
3LBLEOWWL 23065 5©036036Mmm, M™AI
158830 OL J30L Fsboersdo 9ol gé-
00 mombzmmbs 2560333900060, dzocg
Bmdol, Mogol J3ol, sbsbmol  @gMml
dbaogbo Bogmo, GMIgwlsg gom-90om
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0oLl 30b5bgm, Loddz0eEOl  Bods-
oMol BH9gMoGHMEO05HY, ™mMo (2015-
2016) ULoggerg LgHBmboL gobdsgermdsdo
BoBoM9d9o Bodogdm bsdmTomgdols Lo-
30390 Dg IM3tm398090s 930609, doy-
509 BogMEBOEPYdM Jgol  obos mdLO-
0560l 05M50-565(3)393900L5 s Fs00
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Ho00mqdol Bo®Pgbgdol Lsbom. sbgmo
doborgdo o MY 9O YMBOWS SIM-
Bgboo, o6 Loddz0 Ol bogogrsds®o-
Lo o 3G3 dobo dgdmaadgbo ,,d3994bolL*
AIO0GHMOM05Dg. OMaMO3 65IOMIOL ©o-
Lofgolidogg  50360869m, LoddzowrOl

930l 3039w 534985390580 QDG M-
bgdwo  syowo  »Fodsgh 9bsG396-
36593369305 39dbo3sl, Moy HoMdme-
396005 05M50-bgrbsfgmgdol 653~
©9%00 @5 §omdmgdol  bseBgbgdom.
9653939006 o bsforl gEYmds yo-
dmygbgool 335¢00, 535 M) 00 y39MHYO-
by 399mbobo  Bsbs@gbgdol Laboo.
96533939006 oo bsfoero Fgdmbgy-
30000 GMOToLdd s 5935655, 30MZ3go-
©O 531353900l MM™ML 56 dgodhRbygs
$obslfot 4580BbmEo Izgwrmdols 60d-
6900, Lob®zgwo dmyzsbowmdol 650-
bool doboegds. Loddzowob Jaol
30339JLol 3530L90wIMGDMS JoBLEBO3-
GoboL, OMIgEoE 99YsM9ds  3H9dbog M-
AOHBMEMQ0)H IgmEU, 1939 MIon-
do ULo39005 89MESO 3 ds3900l o~
050 ©MbY, L3 2odsBMbgdmeos
dbb30wx35393900560, 56300 Y36Mv)-
5 96 9439300, sIMOGMWO, 5D~
533999000 S 0330505 I3ME30 (96
d900bg935d0) MgEmdoMgdol bgdbgdo.

306139050 S FJMMHSPO 533539~
o0l SO s3090w9M5dgd00) Loddgz0en-
ol oLy oo JoMmerols 2305609-
DMEomnOHo s bgmeomnydo bsboom
OMIMOMIONWO  0bYmO  dJPgdob
abogLos, HMYMOOES XJMIMbO, bgam,
Boambo I o II (3oensbesdg, 1953, a3.
8-10; 3owosbsdy, fadgmgwo, 1971, 3.
62-78; 155039 ML SOJgmEma0s, 1991,
33- 216-217; JTrobus, 1966, ct. 155-163) o
©9obobL Bosdmbobers®o (506580d30¢00,
1992, a3. 63).

HO0OG F@HINODWIQ, by GIOo-
GMOHOMWOIO S SWBdSM, JOMbmermyo-
MEo©o3 1IIZ0EOL obmalio dgy-

o0d J399m Joonedo sedmBgbowo bo-
mbol  Bodmlobeo®o, GMmIgeog 23056
BymeommMo vy 9bgmmommMo bsboom
0500 ds. 390 IEIOIMYIMOL JoM-
Bgmarol Goombol Lmg. Lombdo, -
30 B5MIHYODBY. 030 5©0IMsB0bs s Tg-
obfogs . 300M5d98, MOMSE Lomo-
39 @™ 956599 MEbmdo, msgolyg-
00 5MgLSF0foImddglcm  3ME@vy-
Mol Lozl 5dmbogwgo bodston-
390 do (09650009, 300Gsdy, 1981). dgy-
ol gOHm-9Mm0 JoMHOMIO Mo30l9dw)-
9055 doLo SMLYIOMO Foblibgzegzgds J39-
9 JoOmedo 9303909000, 9.5, dvy-
5396M-0m3Mmgngl  sGmgLsdoffocdmd-
9900M 3MWEHMOLMD s sberm Abgog-

19ds OLOZEgo LoJoMNZ9EMl dgREd-
056 (Oxamapuzze, 1989). Loddzoww ol

J30L 65{o®mdol 3obbogolsls 5935655, o
3Mbgdo Bymeomobs s 9bgmeomol
d30L 06MLEH®O0LsmM30L EsdsbsLosSMY-
090 05MOVMS BMMTJI0LS s Bsdbo-
oL bsbosmol  Ms30L9dMMGOsMS  Gh-
0OMOE0MBS, M3 JOMOMOI© FoLoerol
39960396-0mOHBMEMmAo©H  dgomEb
009569ds. 15ddz0EOl Tobogngdo M-
3MO3 Dmgowo, oy 3mb63Mg@Mwo dbs
65§30l 9Hmo Bofforol Godmewmyoom
(,60L35MF0LYdMMHTZ)M00S60” oG-

00, §393960L9dOH0  0sMOPo, Bwdg-
I35 gdMo  MmGIHO03FMT539-
0o obOOLYZIMO0, 3970L EsdgasHyY
3980Mdwo 65dyol oMo s bbg),
sbeem AbogLgdsl 3mEmdl 9.§. Hmao-
Bomboli G030l dgawgdmsb: Lombmsb,
0053006, fomgw Lmxzgwmsb, xogsbmsb,
©IWobmsb s Bb3. MMIgdoiE ™Moz30lL
dbcmog, bdo® dgdombggzsdo, 0dgmEgd9b
©5L93Wgm  LodoMmzgermTo sMlgdwo
Bgm@ommMHo 379 @GHOd0lL sdsbolio-
5909w 603670l (bgd0gMH0ody, 2010).
159930 EOL FNWAHYONWO ©d JOM-
Brrgoma0m® Bo3ombgdbg Abxgarmdolsl
396L3 POV gOoEEdL 0g3gzL
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P30l Bodmbobeo®o, HmIgwos 8-
056M9MdL  Loddz0 Ol I HBMdg M9y-
0mbdo, Lemg. fmxrdo, 3s@oMs dobaty
056m3hsols Fotsbgbs Bodo®Bg. fmgol
Bodmliobemo®o s0dmgsBobgo 1957 (g,
OmELs3  9MmbsfoErgmdsll  300900m
9399 Jo®onerol bydogdm 9Jldgoosdo
5 fmgol 3obol dgalfoguge oGdgm-
Mmoo 9Ju3goEool  3mdsmdsdo
(bgarddmzsbgaro s350. 6. d9MH0d9bodz30-
©0) (3003009, BoGH0d30¢00, 1960, 3sd.
I). fogx3do dm3m390w0 BgEs30M¥Eo
dsbogols Hobobiffomo dglfogerol dgg-
390, 85906 OHMEs XJO 30093 9MOFBIHO
0y® 3bmdowo 9.f. dmeogq@-0mdmomg-
R INWGHMOOL  sOLYIMOOL  FgLobgd,
Pmn0 i35m0y  3FIZo6M-5M5Jlol
30GHMOoL §obstg bobom, 56 gbgm-
OO0 3GOHOMPOM (ZMHORME05, Go-
&odgowo, 1960). Fmgolbomgol B3z9b6
dog6 90b03Fgdmwo msGoro Laglgdoom
553G MS, dMma30569%0m, @&. Bdo-
60d30¢0l doge, {mxgdo Bs@o®mgdmwo
GoOmM  359BHod0ol  dombOomo  153mds-
™9gool 3990 IM3M390e0ds oo~
903> (Bmdobsdzowo, Fgwody, 69dog-
®odg, 1994), GmIgeroz dmbmyMog30vy-
s dgobfogams o bmwo®o bsd-
MHmIob Loboom 2odmbigs . bgdogHhodgd
(6gd0ogMody, 2010).

LoEgobm fmgxgol GHodol dgawgdo
396250 ML (36mdowo 3sbgodo (Bapa-
samBuaH, 1992), 9333600L5 ©s 5M5330L
bgmdq0do (Bogmgzsbo, 1999). fmnmsb gm-
5@ blgbgdmmo MHga0mbgdol dgawrg-
00056 dmA0bsmg slioergdols gBmMd-
030 o3BOMIO0m . bgdogmodg Bog-
19000 oMY O913Z60L, MMA 53
d900b3g93590 b5Jdg 335993V s@dMbsgergm
L5JoMMZ9ML  LOWMEOosE  Sbow, -
539M-m3Mm9x39L  d9awgd0sb 2obl-
5393900, 5©MbxI0fsEdmgdgm Jrer-
AMOBmD, OHMAol Fgbfagesls Loomo-
39 3™ fmxnol 65dmbsbewsmds (bg-

bhsdos

d09M0dy, 2010, a3. 7).

OMAMO3 1339 000939, Dmaso bod-
69000  Lsddz0ol  FsLoggdl 09360
650 543L LygMM LoMbOL BsFMUobersc-
06, 09600 (35390 503MmB9gBbgdOL
dobg300 MRO® 393 Losbermggl 0Bgbls
Pmxzol GHodol dgawgdmsb, GmIwgdos
969m@omHo  bsbom  MM00©Yd0sb
(6gdogMody, 2010, 3. 122-138). »sgzMmo,
60d bsddzomEg HmBo-Lombols M-
GMOob M9gdo 9ds35¢00 dgA0s, -
9o besdobs s F0ogzFogol bgdmgzgol-
4o, 9995 Lom3969900L 39Momols Bodo-
W5doMob  BgMoGHMOm05DY,  SMgLsdo-
fodmgdgom 30O, gbgmeroo -
60 bobol 659mbObsGIOl  5MLYdMOSDY
90935608690L. MMM 3 339 0J3s, Lod-
3930000l J30L Tsbogns IMAEObsMgmdL
5QOWBY 5IWOWO FNWHYONWO BI-
60@sb, MMIWOL 05M50-5653)39390L oM
9IAYMBID FMMGO-45Q009P0GOOL 339-
o, 53 23580J6M9g00bgdl, GMI 5939,
LoEoE SBaml Mbs 8gdsMgmdIL
50 3oboeol HomMIs3ErMmdOL JOMOMHSEO
090G gd0o, 969 Lsdmbobermlb 39b&-
(oMo 2936900.

bsddz0eol  bghmgzoldo, 3560mbg-
000  J90mbOBOZOWM  GHIOOGHMOH05DY
Bymeom-gbgmeomwmo bsbols dgyarols
50dmBgbs  LOME0SE  SHOO  BoJG0o,
GobdE 9O 6 3Jmbos syowo. 00-
900 bs 30dmbomm, ®md dmdsgzsedo
300bM9d0l 9990 3506033935 o 96~
1930 65FMLIBWHGOL o363 gdOL
50950, EOBYLAIDS JNWAHYOILO
13969000 boliosmo s JoLo LEHMIGORMS-
R0YI0 3565900l LEomo. 3™,
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Preamble

Samshvilde is one of the most distin-
guished cities among the ancient Cauca-
sian cities and has a very convenient loca-
tion. In particular, it is located on the cape
which represents 150-200 m high basalt
massive created at the confluence of Khra-
mi and Chivchava rivers (pic.1). Trace of
human activity in Samshvilde is observed
from the ancient times which was actual-
ly confirmed by Samshvilde archaeological
expedition of the University of Georgia.

The 2016-2017 field season appeared to be
particularly important when obsidian, flint
and argillite tools were discovered in “mid-
den pits” (pic.2) under medieval archaeologi-
cal layers. It became clear from the beginning
that this material did not belong to the medi-
eval period and belonged to the culturally and
chronologically different context, particular-
ly, the final stage of the Stone Age — Neolith.

The purpose of this article is to publicize
the tools of the above Stone Age obtained by
Samshvilde archaeological expedition and
enter it in scientific circulation. Despite the
fact that the material is scarce yet, it is still
rather significant and largely changes the
idea about the history of Samshvilde.

Stone Industry

Archaeological excavations conducted
on “Sioni section” in Samshvilde in 2016

The University of Georgia

revealed absolutely new material under
the medieval period layers which confirms
the existence of the trace of prehistoric era
human on Samshvilde territory.

The statistics of the discovered material
showed that obsidian items represented by
opaque and semi-transparent black rocks
dominate in the collection of the newly
discovered stone tools.

Obsidian flakes. The major part of the
material is represented by short, wide frag-
ments and flakes of random form. One of the
massive sides of most of them is processed
by steep retouch on a certain section as is
common for scraping tools. The thin, sharp-
edged side opposite these samples must have
been used as a cutting-coulter knife which
is confirmed by small size broken off pieces
created on this section (tab. I. 5, 6). Part of
such flakes resemble so-called “knives with
a back”. The longitudinal side of one of their
part is broken and blunt side of the knife,
i.e. space for supporting a finger convenient
for use is created (tab I. 2, 3, 4, 7).

Lamellas. Three lamellas are included
in Samshvilde collection, two of which are
whole samples (tab II. 6, 7) (pic 3,4) and one
has no head (tab II. 1) (pic. 5). There are
also rectangular examples of four lamellas
with broken head and end (tab II. 2, 3, 4,
5). All of them bear a trace of usage. Partic-
ularly intensely is processed one three-side
lamella of rectangular form whose both
longitudinal sides are cogged and grooved

105



»IO90202305 “ b3 5902390702l £960390b03IH0b bsdgpb090502 579965070

from the upper and lower plane (tab. II.
7). In our opinion, the latter is an indepen-
dent tool and might have been used as a
knife-scraper.

Scrapers. The end-retouched scraper is
represented by eight pieces in Samshvilde
stone items complex. It should be men-
tioned that all of them are formed on rough
fragments and flakes and the retouched
work section of each of them is arranged at
the end of the tool.

Only two tools have the typical form
common for the end-retouched scrap-
er. One of them is processed on a lamel-
la-like flake whose end part is processed
by coarse retouch and belong to the cate-
gory of tools with grooved blade (tab. III.
3) (pic. 6). One more tool processed on an
average-size flake (tab. III. 4) whose one
side is grooved by a steep retouch may be
attributed to the same category. Among
scraper tools included in the collection, de-
pending on the processing of the blade, one
is straight-bladed (tab. III. 7) (pic. 7), three
have curved blades (tab. III. 2, 5, 6) and
two may be considered as tools with indi-
rectly retouched blades (tab. III. 1, 8). The
two latter tools are processed on a deplet-
ed nucleus and a nucleus-like flake whose
massive blow plane is additionally flaked.

This or that type of nuclei of finished
form is not found in Samshvilde collec-
tion which may be attributed to the con-
tingency caused by scarcity of material. It
should not be excluded that the primary
processing of the tool raw materials was
carried out on the place of rock produc-
tion. However, the possibility of such as-
sumption is ruled out by existence of items
of boulder with natural crust preserved on
the surface of significant part of items in-
cluded in the collection. The peculiar na-
ture of the boulder crust preserved on the
surface of the obtained materials suggests

that the materials required for Samshvilde
stone industry were found in Khrami and
Chivchava valleys where stone pieces in
the form of rolled stones, brought by the
river from Tsalka-Trialeti obsidian deposits
are gathered. One small obsidian sample is
preserved in Samshvilde collection as well,
with porous natural crust (tab. IV. 8).

Micro nucleus, In such circumstances,
the fact of discovery of a sample resem-
bling a pencil-form nucleus included in
the complex is particularly noteworthy. Its
head and end are sharpened and probably
it was used for perforating similar to a drill-
like tool (tab. IV. 7) (pic. 8).

Drill tools. Four drill-like perforating
tools are discovered in Samshvilde. Among
them two drilling crests from the lower
plane of the flake are processed by coarse
retouch (tab. V. 4, 6). The remaining two
tools represent a smaller flake which have
a perforating crest processed by a fine re-
touch (tab.V. 5, 7) (pic. 9,10).

Catting tools. Labor tools in the form of
cutters are represented by three pieces in
the complex. Two of them are simple cut-
ters (tab. V. 1,3). One of them, in addition
to the cutting flakes has one longitudinal
side and the end opposite the cutting facet
blunted by a steep retouch. All the above
confirm that in this case we have a doubled
tool — cutter-scraper (tab. V. 1). We may
also consider as a doubled tool a third tool
included in this group which is primarily a
typical middle cutter. It is made on an av-
erage-size flake at the end of which a cut-
ting facet is created at the point of meetings
of sides as a result of removal of each flake
by transverse blows (tab.V. 2) (pic.11).

Sickle blades. Another noteworthy item
among Samshvilde materials is a two-side
flint lamella with four cogs executed by
a steep retouch on one of its longitudinal
sides. This tool is basically processed from
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the back and on the lower plane the re-
touch is used only for the purpose of de-
signing of sickle cogs. In addition, one of
the lateral sides of lamella is designed by
a fine retouch from the lower plane sug-
gesting that the tools must have been used
placed in a wooden or bone casing, when
retouching of the lateral side should serve a
better use of the second similar tools placed
in the handle (tab. IV. 4) (pic.12 1,2).

Cogged sickle blades appear since the
inception of manufacturing industry and
represent a typical tool for all monuments
of the Neolithic period. It is assumed that
such tools must have been used in agricul-
tural activities as a sickle.

One more original item found in Sam-
shvilde complex is a two-side, knife-like
obsidian lamella of rectangular form who-
se one side is entirely and the other side
is partially processed by a creeping retouch
(tab. IV. 3) (pic. 13). It is known that such
tools are considered as sickle insertions
for monuments of the so-called Shu-
laveri-Shomutepe culture.

One more interesting argillite tool is in-
cluded in Samshvilde complex. It is based
on a two-side rectangular lamella with a
broken head and a crest resembling a bird’s
beak is created in the end, in the angle of a
specially thinned side. The retouched side
of the tool with a crest has an illuminating
reflection created as a result of use suggest-
ing that this tool must also represent an in-
sertion of the blade of the tool to be used
for reaping as a sickle (tab. IV. 6) (pic. 14
1,2). Such tools with a crest which were
called “hook-shaped” due to the well-de-
veloped beaklike crest are wide spread in
the Neolithic era and we consider them to
be types of tools common for the so-called
“Mountain Neolithic” culture.

Spear blade tools and arrowheads.

Among the separate artifacts of Samshvil-

bhsdos

de, obsidian spear blade or spear blade-like
tools are particularly noteworthy (pic. 15).
It is formed on a wide lamella-like flake of
an equilateral triangular form. The wide
end of the spear blade, where there is a
plane of blow and a flake relief, is specially
thinned, with lateral flakes removed by the
blow on the edges which must be predeter-
mined for holding the tool conveniently or
attaching it to the handle (tab. IV. 2).

Tools similar to Samshvilde spear blade
are presented in large amount in Tsopa for-
mer settlement complex and the chrono-
logical and cultural proximity of these
monuments is noteworthy.

The arrowhead designed on a thin,
transparent obsidian flake discovered in
Samshvilde whose lower angles are round-
ed and the tool has acquired a heart shape
seems to point to the stage and cultural
proximity to Tsopa former settlement (tab.
IV.1) (pic. 16). Both sides of the arrowhead
are processed by thin flakes directed to the
center by blows from the edges. Unfortu-
nately, the point part of its top is broken,
but anyway it resembles the straight stem
arrowheads discovered on Beiuk Kerik
former settlement of Eneolithic period in
Azerbaijan.

Micro retoucher. Finally, we would like
to note that Samshvilde stone material in-
cludes one quadrangular longitudinal sec-
tion, small-size cobble stone item similar
to a matchstick, which is surrounded by a
groove in one end (tab.IV. 5) (pic. 17 1,2).
The item resembles a miniature retoucher
and might have been used as a hanger.

Thus, as we have seen, small but notewor-
thy material in the form of obsidian flakes
and their production remains is obtained as a
result of exploration works conducted during
2 field seasons (2016-17) on the territory of
Samshvilde city-site. Such materials had not
been discovered here before and this increas-
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es the significance of this artifact.

By peculiarities of the primary and second-
ary processing, Samshvilde material closely
resembles Eastern Transcaucasia monuments
dated by Neolithic period, such as Jermukhi,
Selo, Nagutni I and II and Delisi former set-
tlement.

At the same time, in terms of chronology
too, this material resembles the material of
Sioni former settlement discovered in Kvemo
Kartli (East Georgia) which dates back to the
Late Neolithic period.

When discussing the above material of
Samshvilde and chronological issues, partic-
ularly interesting is Tsopa former settlement
located in East Georgia which also dates

back to the late Neolith. Undoubtedly,
Samshvilde is a monument belonging to
Tsopa-Sioni culture which points to ex-
istence of a former settlement of the Late
Neolith and Eneolith period (7th-6th mil-
lenniums B.C. for Georgia) on the territory
of the medieval city-site Samshvilde at the
confluence of Khrami and Chivchava.

It has already been mentioned that Sam-
shvilde stone material derives from the
disturbed cultural layer whose tools bear
no trace of rolling and displacement. This
makes us think that the main stratum of
origin of this material, i.e. central sections
of Neolithic former settlement must be lo-
cated somewhere near.
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