bpopoo

0000063000 - 3em0ol dbohghmdol ydbmdo dgamo
bodbgo bagoMmggemmesb

vbod90009 (95060,
boo0590mm0 9226700 389700
levan.losaberiaze. 1@iiaun.edu.ge

dgbogogmo

9399m gobromnmol sérggmemmaonmo ggdbdgniool dogé 1980-1981 Bemgddo hogotgdnemo
bodndomgools dgwgagddg LondMobol, vghmEgdl dmmm vd8o3do dmblgbogdymo ogzm
dotbgymol 3yboiodamohghdo, bemazgem 3oldemml dosdmgddo dozgemgnmmo trodgbody
bognMoEmgdm dggemo, 3om dmtmol dmdy-dxmaggmols 3nemEcl gemo onBoobgdgmo
00 MO0 dmbBMMYomo 3mMo-b0dmbobemotmn. v3olmsb, oghmMgon goblisggmtgdnmo
g6 om9d0m dmbodbaggb, Grnd dom 30033cM0gl 3060ggemymmnemo bgemmgbgools yboge-
6 dgaml 0gom odotgoosdy, Loog dydo Bomgmmo mgdhom dgbtnemgdymo
3ol dbohghmos gogdloMgde. ombgtols dobgrgnm ,bobopgdo Ity Bmdolboo o
dg9beremgdnemos 3gdhoc bhoemodgonmac. bobohgdol oo bobogmo Bademomoos, dogtmad
8309610 300g0b0 BgdomE FoMmgosd goaMhgbomo, boog Aobl otdols, mbol, agg-
ol o bbgo 3odmbobyemgdobo” [09body, 3omytody. 1986, 27-28].

2017 Bemobs bengddghdo, ,0bogmaodts stggmmmame badmgowmgdol” 0bogootogom,
dobbgnemols 3nbogodoemodghol 8o839mool 8obomemgdols, 3gemdndol, BdmGpobs o
obogmaodmymm Loddgmo gobymanmmgdol dmogoto bdgiEosmmobidol, dohmbo gemansd
39300 0dobo o bagoMmggmmb Lobiedmgtm dmmoEool ydgomm mebowamadom bgmasb-
Mo 00083960 9L Habodhmcoo, Moms 3033933¢M0o 08 dggemobomgols, hmadgemoi m. 3o-
mModgd oog0gdloMo.

3ol bayanbgdo dglodedolo hggdoozol stombgomdol godm, Medg ot dmgggdmay-
0mMed 8 50800l Byl 3MmmMEobonhgdo. dghos, Ledbybotme, 0bgatnddo o3 osmImBg-
bol dbmemme 9ermo 068030 093l OmAMonmo o obog dgdo dgedomymo smbytom
390m0030MgemMg0oo. 96 dmadbotms dggmol gmapm o 3MHox039mo odboEos, Mg, 3%30d-
OMOm, 0930eMgdgmo 0gm. dgbodadobogo, Lodgboghm 6EMYgddo o domydghal Botmm
boBmaoEmgoodo, o3 ybogommydo dggemol dgliobgd 0bxmMEMBoE0e BodHmIM0ge Ot ob-
bgoMdo.

dgamob ombgho

008000 330G Fotbgyemols 83603030emohghdo, bemmgem 3olydmmml Ledbgom-
00IMbgMymom, 39030l ggwdy, bogdotmmggemm-bmadbgmol Ludrmghoob oobemmgdom
sbomegy dghtdo, Bgol mboob 687 3-89 deogdotgmol (bp®. 1). gb doo gnem3ebyto
BoGm3mdmools Jobdgo 0g9dncmo. dmol B3ghdg Jobo gododgmgonemos. Gmam Hobl,
OHMmo gobdogemmdado Jobgdds dgmo oobygl, odgbody oo cmmeo dmols 63gto-
00 3mbyo o mMo domgobo 200 dghtol dmdmtgdom, i3ghmddy gohghs (by.
2.1). bbby 98 MEM0o MME0Sd ghm-ghmo, 9030060l dogh bowamadoe, EOHMoom

* 50030 MdM030 b0 MO 5HIMBS0K 69 gd0L 36MdOM, g olbgEgds 0MsRTBYdS MMYMO(S ,,MHI0-
Bob 3erg”
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08d9L0gM 0gbo 8odmygbgdyemo (boghmm bodomemy 5.5 0, Logobg 7.3 3; dogos Log-
ol bodomemy 3.6 9, Logoby 5.5 3). FatFatmdom Mmymos 03089 boydoMo, dmbgo my
06 bamadol doge boghol bgmmgbyto godmaggms, Mooy ootmomol obdatgdom,
oy ob boghEg, GMIMOL Gohmmdo osbemmgdom 15 300, dbmmmo s dbmemm
0969061030 BoMIMbogdbos (byk. 2.2).

¢ Malgonskl

R i 2
Nk Nalehik
Ty
Ordzhonikidzevsk:
Mazran Wiy gha !
Sokhu
“ Bolikh
~ Zugdidi
i T A 54 N g
KUt o
Kalkhat S ¢ Shimeely
prop| _<Emnul o
Khast
St
(s 2 KAKHET! pom 4
e LIIIE 7 Balakon *
EBar fa
iy, \ ;
% . Damirgaya
- ’ SAKap, ’
I i J Ny _’\_Arrrvf, ¢
& . RN SO
rda g =
—_—— g s Ciidire { < 220 N
O 1rap2Bn  40km iz e s i i S o NBOY By, A.,.‘]
5 7 ERE Garmin, FAQ, USGS ==
N b qatevr

by6. 1.

byp6. 2.1.

110



bpopoo

byo. 2.2.

boamMdob 0o bobogmo AtomM-olivgmgmoliggbss Bodommyemo. dbohztmaools 3gogmo
060960960l bdbegm 3ggemBy, 3ol 39bdHEOMYM o dMIMLgeMgo baboemdos (Logobom
dbt0000b) 3mbigbhEMgdymo (L. 3), 1ydEd oo bobogmo dogmBgo BMVadgbdnemod
d90m®Pgbogmo. ol oliggg eBoobgdymos sbemm Bodlinemdo go3gmgdymo Botbytgdom,
GMdemgd03 6360000 B89 . Boogemo Bgtols mg@om dglidnemgdnem doahgmdols
60039030 306OHMd0mO godmgyegom bodo BHodol godmbobymgdgdo: 1 - sbmggmmes Lo-
m08907em0 godmbiobymgdgdo; 2 - 8gmdgh®oycmo 530gnMmgdols (maddo, bodznmbgwo)
abgoglo @m®m3gd0; 3 - godmbiobyemgdgdo, MmBgmmo Bognmbgsis dgndemgdgemoo. godmbo-
bymgdgool dogdbodoemydo Logtmdg-bogobg 10-¢oob 20 bd-dcoge (by6. 4).

439emodg 3otmgogo dgdmmPgbogmos BhomoBgdymo oMdol godmbobyemgds, GmBgmbos
0030Mo gahbgge mmbogg |gbo, Hobo, mogo o Mggon. dob Jggdmm rodbotgde og-
™M0360em0 (S-0b BM®Iol) gognMe (L. 5.1). ocMBIYbgd0m 880l mgds dgydemgdgemoo,
09030 07 0. 300P&odol 0Byt gogobligbgdm, dol Lbgo 3bmggemgdmab ghmag bob-
b9bgd0 vg3L 339emol godmbisbymgos. dgbodemma 0&dol Lodb&mgm-omdmbogemgmo dwy-
do6kg godmbobymgde LBmEmg gggmalis ogmb. obiggg Bogdbotgds MHodgbadg sbmggemals
80dmbobymgde, dom dmdmol gbhml Mggdo o ghdgmo 3nwo omgbodbgds (M. 5.2), 0yo-
30 0d7bHgo0m, 3Mb3Mghnm bobgmdedy Logdeto Mmymos. 300093 MM 3bmggmols go-
dmbobymgde gogdbotgds, Gdgemos obggg o9Mss 0gbhozogomgonmo (byk. 5.3).

* 1B 9006036mb, HMA 53 5H0WL OILSG JBHOMM© 0Ygbgdab sP0MdMOZ0 3fYaalgdo msgdg-
LoxM5© 5 1535MME, LM®Mg Fomo EIB0BYdMWO Mbs 0gml doM3zgwymaowo TbsG3MMdOL
603dw93d9d0.

111



L OOI9300 " boJom590mm0 7605900009000 bodgrbogmm gimbscmo

\

by. 3.

112



bpopoo

Bmmdmazymo godmbobyemgdgdo/Zoomorphic figures

39m3ghGonemo godmbobymmgdgdo/Geometric figures

3969Lo8mgehgmo godmbobymmgdgde/Undetermined figures

¥

990 mEMM®Mg0d

by. 4.

dbo(hgtmmadols 60dydgdol oo bobomol 0gbHoRoEMgos dotmomaw Hodgoo (3bm-
39emmo BMMIgo0l godmgemgbo) dmbgoo domogmo Mydmemys0ol BmAmMydol godmbsbymy-
00l gondzmdglgdol gbom, Mobmgobsg godmgoygbgm B3gEoommyMo dmaMmeds ‘D-Stretch
Image Enhancement’ [Defrasne, 2014, 31-38; Bradly, Hampson, Sanz, 2017]. o3 bodydomb
Bopotgoodo oo obdomgos goggnbos dombigmol nboggtbohadol dgsbogtds, mg-
OMETO 3Moos 9 BEOLOTs.
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bp6. 5.1.

byp®. 5.2.

bp6. 5.3.

306vmgomgdo

3mbb0dbogns, Mm3 bogotmggmml hgbodhmmosdy mgdtom dgbtyemgdnmo 3emol
0b 800mgg007emol/dtgodols dbophgtmads o8 &mmIwg oM ogm ogedboMgonmo, mydEe
30830b00b dolidhodom dLgoglio bodydgdol vmImPgbols sMogthmo dgdmbgggss (dmdogmo.
30bbo3nmMgoom boobhgMgbmo bodbmgm 3ogzobools, 3gtdme 30 bmadbgmolbo o o8gMdeo-
3000l hgMohmMoody 3033 gnemo dgaemgon, bogos Abgaglio dbahgtmool 3goemos godmg-
m960em0. bmabymdo 03 hodol dgaemgdo 1970-0060 Bemgdoobss sbmdoma. hggbmgols gob-
bognm&go0m boobhghgbmo ggmodagsb 1-ol 3mgodgdo (by®. 6.1; 6.2) oxgodbotgdymo
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bhoeMoB9dnemo 063l Modgbodg godmbobymgds (Lyt. 6.3; 6.4). domo dgbbymgdols
3GdMgamobhnmo 3obgho goM3ggnembomag Boogogh odomaonsl bogmddy wogad-
botgdY 06130l 3odMbobYMgdels. 3gmadagebol 3pgodgdo obiggg 3b3gdom (3bgboligdema
mobol 6o6BmBoagbemols, 3obgatol/mbogtmols (cmom. Equus Hemionus) godmbobymgdels
(by6r. 6.5). 00 Lobgmdol Mbhgmemmgoyto dobogmo vmdmPgbogmos 08039 30odmyddo,
Kmlo-2 90303930 o ggmobmpo-1 moo hodol dgaemBg. Kmlo-2 d¢godgdo smdmBgboemo
dgmgdo dg.6. 3g-12 — 39-8 00 gnemed0m ametmoms, Mol 3900930003 89Mmodagobols
300mbobyemgdol maMomog 98 Jhmbmemmgon®o oodsdmbom gobolodmgMs. o0 dgto-
030, 9.0. 39800 O bgMMomol obyol gBhoddy, 3obgoko ghrm-ghmo 0d sbmggem-
03000 0gm, mdgemBgi LodbMgm 3033060030, 3odmMPgg0ycmol 53060 bdoto bogo-
tmdcoo [Khechoyan, Gasparyan. 2014. 315-337].

00 3nmbom BebhgMglimo EodoMgonsdy oxmodliotgdnmo 30wgs MmMo bmggmol go-
dmbobymgde, Mm3gmmo 0gbhoR0E0Mgde 03 EMHMIY of dmdboMo, MmydEd BoJHoo,
hmad 9hm-9tm domaobl MJgdn o bogdom ghdgmo 3no vmybodbydy, dgmmgl 3o
atdgomo bobg o gyo.

115



L OOI9300 " boJom590mm0 7605900009000 bodgrbogmm gimbscmo

by6. 6. 3.

by6. 6. 4.

»oMomo

MmgmtdE 89dmm goblgbgm, Lodbtgm 3ogzoliosdo v&gdnemo o (Hodol dbopgtmdols
b037dgd0b yzgmody vMgyem motomo dg.b. 3g-12-9, yggmody g30obgmoc 3o dg.b.
1-0m0 0molBemgnmos dohbgyemo.

0mbobodbogos, GMI m. omyhoedy odotgoosls, Bobolbotymo, bgmmom-ophy
360b30mb bobom vmotromgdcoo (dg.b. 3g-6 - dg.6. dg-3 00olbemgnemgdo), Mos, 3530d60M,
d9aemol MHgomytmo maMomoligab 36033bgemmgbo vt Pbs goblbgoggdmegl, mydEe
9L grmbmmmgoy&o 0ododmbo Fghzatmoom doobE goMoyol mbgdy MRgdo.

dmmmB3gb, o dommmool ggbro bogdotmggmml Lobodmghm dmmoiosl, dot-
bgnemols 360303oemongnhol BotdmBoagbgmml, dohmb gemanss 3gdododgls, sggmemm-
3900 - 000060 9030d30embo o o000 gemmIz0emb, 3Ebg 3mMeMgaol - 3emenod g
g6LOL o 3bohzat gomMgo mm®YENol hodhotgdyem Lodydomyddo obdomgdobomgnl.
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L. 1. 806300l drgdatgmos Mn3ady.

by6. 2.1. dgaemolio o mobdoghol Lughomm byo; 2.2. dggemol sbemm bgoo.

by6. 3.1. 0b¢hgM0gMol 390emgddg Jglitrnmgdyemo bobohgdol gobemoggool geromognymo
30dmbobymgde; 3.2. bobopgool gobemoggool gondgmdgligdnmo godmbobymgde.

b6, 4. Bobohmd HodmMma0y&o F3nxugd0

by6. 5. BemIMmMBYMo godmbisbyemydgoo 3gn0otmomgogemo mgamom (dokbbog) o
30dmbobymgdols goydzmoglbgdols dgdamad (dotmy3zbog).

by6. 6.1.,6.2. 39modogod 1-0b dmgndy; 6.3., 6.4. 063900l godmbiobymgdgdo 3gmodogob
1-0000; 6.5. 30630M0l/Mmbog&mols godmbiobymmgos.
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Damirgaya — Unknown Rock Art site from Southern Georgia

Losaberidze [evari,
Georgian National Museum
levan.losaberiaze. 1@iauni.eau.ge

Summary

During the 1980-1981 field campaign of Kvemo Kartli archaeological expedition directed by T.
Kiguradze, have been found few sites near the village Kasumlo, Marneuli municipality. According
to the report, he found three settlement mounds of Shomu-Shulaveri Culture and temporary rock
shelter with painted symbols on the walls. Paintings are made with reddish ochre. As Kiuradze
describes, paintings are very small and stylized. Most of them are damaged but some figures are
possible to identify. He mentions images of deer, goat, snake, etc.

The information about this site was very brief. Even location was not clearly known because
of lacking GPS equipment and detailed description of the site.

In 2017, “Society of Young Archaeologists” planned re-discovery of this site with great help
from Marneuli municipality and Georgian border police.

Place where the rock art located called Damirgaya which means Iron rock in Azeri language.
Damirgaya located 3 km south to village Kasumlo, on the ridge of Berduji, 687 meters above
sea level. Rock shelter is carved into huge boulder which supposed to detach from the top of the
rocky mountain. Its dimensions are 5.5 X 7.3 m (height, width) for entire rock and 3.6 X 5.5 m
for interior. Rock is carved from the north and paintings are located on the central and western
part of the inner wall. Paintings are damaged by local shepherds in modern time probably with
charcoal. Dimensions of these paintings are between 10-20 cm. We divided them in three cate-
gories — geometric figures, zoomorphic figures and undetermined figures.

During the examination of the paintings, we used the method of digital image enhancement
which was done by researcher of Aix-Marseille University, Dr. Claudia Defrasne. We used high
resolution photographs of paintings and digital plugin D-stretch to enhance the images.

Rock/Cave painting art is commonly known for Southern Caucasus, especially for Armenia
and Azerbaijan. There are some similar images in Armenian rock/cave arts. Geghamavan-1
cave in central Armenia includes several type images of deer which is also drawn stylized like
the deer in Damirgaya. Geghamavan-1 also includes some other animal images such as kulan
(Equus hemoinus) which was identified after the discovery of osseous remains of this animal in
the cave of Kmlo-2. Unearthed remains dated back to 12"-8" millennia B.C. Kulan were among
the main hunting objects of the inhabitants of the cave. This suggests that the earliest paintings
of Geghamavan-1 belong to Late Mesolithic/Early Neolithic population. There are some other
zoomorphic images in Damirgaya which would be interesting to examine with similar methods.

Chronology of this type Rock/Cave art in Southern Caucasus dated to 12"-15t millennia B.C.
T. Kiguradze dated the images of Damirgaya roughly as Neolithic-Early Bronze Age. This date is
preliminary and not very accurate, but the style of drawing suggests that the actual date might
be between Kiguradze’s chronology.

This is the first attempt of discovery and study of painted rock art on the territory of Georgia
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and we hope Damirgaya could be the key site for developing rock art researches in Georgia.

| would like to acknowledge Border police of Georgia, Marneuli Municipality, Georgian ar-
chaeologists Tamar Aghapishvili and Mariam Eloshvili, French colleague Dr. Claudia Defrasne
and painter Giorgi Topuria.

Description of the tables

Tab. 1. Location of Damirgaya on the map of Georgia.

Tab. 2.1. General view of the site and the landscape; 2.2 — Close view of the site.

Tab. 3.1. Graphic illustration showing locations of rock paintings in the shelter; 3.2 — Digital
enhanced image of concentrated paintings.

Tab. 4. Typological groups of the figures.

Tab. 5. Zoomorphic figures seen with naked eye (on the left) and after the digital enhanced
images (on the right).

Tab. 6.1., 6.2. Geghamavan-1 cave; 6.3., 6.4. Figures of the deer from Geghamavan-1; 6.5.
Figure of horse-like animal (kulan or Equus hemionus).
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