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36goddymo

2018 B9l Loddgomol Godogmdo Bodmgdymo skggmemmgondo bodydomgools
hmb, Logobmggmmb yboggMbopgnhol bLoddgoemeol vtgdgmmmaoy®ads ggdlidgoEosd
330000000030mU bobol bodotbo smImMohobs. vmLobodbagos, Mmad 0bhgholizodmobymo
3mgdho, Grdgembsig bogotmmggmmb pboggMbohgho o bogotmggmmb Fyemoycnmo
09033000609md0l o330l 9ehmgbymo bsggbhm dggmBy gbhmmomogo sbmMz09emyol,
boddgomeol bogogmago®ol LodgEbogthm 3gemggolis s dobo hMobpyemo 0byMebptyd-
O960L 8obg0m0Mgool gnemolbbdmol. slgm @mb3y, 0mbodbyemo smdmhgbols bLudgEbogtm
9600309emmds 300098 PBEOM FodyemmOL. bodo nbos gogligol 0dobog, Mmd mgobomgol
00 9tmmOeM030 dogmolibdggol dggae 8odmgmgbogmos sbagmo sbggmemmaonto Mg-
0M0900, dMH9RoIH900, ©odnLhgdnmos 3gtmomodoEoolo o ghmbmmmaool Mogo
bogombgon. LvddznmOl vtdgmmmaoyto dmbodmgtmols bowyndggemBy bogdotmggmml
16039M0b0H9M30 OENM00 4 1330MmM0%303030M badtmdo o godmdagydbgdymos 20-0cg
bodgEboghm bhodbos.

by.1.
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oddz0emeol bogogmagotols 360dgbgemmds bagdotmggmmmbis o Bmgoa, 3ogaolool
obhmMoobomgol 3oMgoe ool 3bmdagma. dglivdadolbog, dolo BotMbymobowdo 0bhgty-
bo bbgoobbgs MmOMdl ELHMEMOZMLgOLe 0y dEPggmemmagdl dmeol ymggemmagol oo
0g4m [$0emodgoemo, 1970; docbymoegs, 1975; dobhodg, 2007; bobodg, 2016]. bogomagotBdy
MgboE Ihogemo 960l dgdmmhgbocmo obihmmoymmo boggdmodgdo, HmImgdoE 33em930L
3086 dgmgdolio o dglibogemols Logotmmgdl. mydiEo, dom dmMols yggemedy godmmbgnmo
30063 30003060 LORMMM03303030M 633gOMAY - 30hoIMod (bnM.1).

OM0E0ImMo obhmMomamonos boddzomeol obol 88900l Boboty ghobhoobym
bobolio o Jobhmggmms 93mbodl JotrmmmUbil n3ogdomgol [Jobmmol sbmghgos, 1955,
8], 30gtMod MmgmME n3obobzbgemo 330m93900 vdLRHMYoL, gl vaoo vEEdsbl go-
30CeM9000m PROM dMgnm gdmdedo, 3gMdme, ggob bobodo oymgoligdos [gtngmmoo,
dghogodgoemo, 2018, 87]. dsbgm xmbdy, odowgmol HatMohm®mosdy dG0bgoml bobols
bodotmbol, dobdo ogtdoemymo 30330eMgoYemol badmgdoby o bedombgymo 0bggbo-
ol 0mdmhgbs dggemol obihmGool hogo bogombgdol 360dzbgemmgadb goobggegos-
086980l 099bgol ool Bglitrngdo.

byo. 2.
omdmBgbo

2015-2018 Bemgddo oddgoemol ohogemol bodbmgm boboemdo 5 vtggmmmaoymo
mbMomo gooblbo (ly&. 2). mbMogmgdo gobemoggdnmos 9.6. Lodgmm vd0bml bodbbhgm-
0mAmbogmgmom [dgMogodgoemo, 2018, 15] o domo 3gemggol doBobo, Eodogmol
bGOHgMHB0YMOo bMomol oagbolmsb ghmow, 30bom oBstmo 00 dkggm-
mma0ho o dMJohgddatnmo bodmgdol godmgmgbos, Gmadgmms dgbobgd 36m-
0900 Bghogmmdnm Byotmgddos oEymo [MmMdgmoobo, 1981]. ombobodbogos, Gma
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3ohogmol Mogom Ne 69 mbMommol 3gmmggol Mml, dobol godotoob 2.45 4.
bLom®398g 30dmMgM0by doMmmmaoymo Jugmol BMogdgbho, Mo of dobolgggdo
30960303008 96MBYOMAOL BogHMOM0g0 oIbidMgdes [dgMogadgoemo, 2018] (bn.3).
obggg 96033b90mmMz060 0gm Ne 60 mbMogmdo godmgemgbocmo bobd&mom goboanhgdnmo
boMglim (ly&. 4), Mol 00(3ol MbyBY 3obgomamgdnemo dno Lognbygool mbyhgdols
1603060 gobdo vmImBbs [096M0303300m0, dopotody, 2019]. dyobisnandygdol bBm-
9o 09, o bbgo 3mbhgduhgdol gggd godmgmobeos bodstmbo, MHmIgmog, HmambE 1339
0M00608bs, 30dhogmolo o dmgoac, Loddgomol Bombymob dgbobgd Hggbl Bothdmeo-
3960b B3ogd(MOE03000 (3300l o B0b0dgdoatyg Lol doGomog Logabl Batdmaggbl.

¥

by6. 3.

0mdmBgbo goggmes, Ne 68 mbMomol B4-5 3gocomotdo, d0bols 8goodotogsb 2,20 0,
bomemm, byemmgbo Bgthoemosb 30 - 4.71 8 Lo®3g8y, oo d0dnboky 3trgdotmvoEnnls
OmB dmobodo 1 3 oodghtol 3gmby mMIML 3mbdnto (bp®. 5). oaobo, Mmd
m&3m Hogbomo gmagomo dno Loygnbggdol 3mbhgdbdhgool dsgd, godobol Gmooem
J0b903d0 06gdnmm 6300 o EOMMId3900LmOb ghma ol 0ddgHto MbLomMsb
Fo0hnemmdoo. obg, 3ogoemomog: 1 39hMBy om®mdoggdol dgdrga osdgdhdo 80-95 13-,
bommm m&3mb dotBg 30, dobols Bgoodotogob 4.20 3 boe®dgdy 1339 1.30 3-U 0MbByge.
0mbOb0dbogny, MmMI oMMTog3g0olmad ghmo FodnemmId 3ghodogzol BMogdgbhgdo,
OmImgdog 080 89000306H0m, b33EO00MY30 396OH0ZMPM-3M0BMbHoMYMo Beogmgdo-
™o o 3038087600 bodgoom bolioomgdmo. vg39, 9madmBbs vbsgmmaoydo gzmboso-
000 30xMMIg07em0o dmBE oMo bohgbgdo dmbodmobgmm-tmgas dgughommool ob-
306, MHMIgEmO 3619306300l POMLYE, Hdnoemm dom J3gd, 3odmgmobs vbodhmdny®
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dglboblitagdodo dgman oodoobol dotizbgbo |gbol dgoagmo (Femur). dgogddbo dooogdonemgds,
Mm3d bogdg gggmbeoo Ldotbo MMIML dotBy oztdogmym F0330MYoYMM™MSd s dobs
boFobbgyem 06396¢hOMMB. 300170 Ldglgdom VELAHYMS LodMosbo LodMgdotmoEom
bodndomgool dgdga, MrgboE, 300bdnbo JomFggbs 339t wdyY, dmb&moem dmBodo o3-
doemyemo do330emgoemol bgdho o bedotmbgyemo dobome (bn®.6).

by6. 6.

bodombgyemo dobogme

M mgmMs 000b0dbo, bLodotbo mEBML 36rgdotoEool MM godmgmabs vtggmmm-
30960 dobogmo, GHMIgemos docomoe 3ghodozom Botdmbggds (by&.7). 3930L bob-
Jobs, B9odotmol odydoggdolo s gormmadgdols dobggom o Lbgoobbgs Bmdoly o
gmMIol  Modgbody $nMdgmo gobomhgge, mydisy, Jghmbmmamaoyto hobhmgdo ygg-
Mo Jomaobolmgol boghmms. B3kadgbhgool Loghmm Momegbmds bodamboab 95
96009l 0mbygl. o0 ghoddy Graymmos omdasl, my Modgbo gnddamo (2,3 ?) ogo
bodombdo, 306000000 GMYlHOghOE0L dEmEglo 96 o6 olitymgdnms. Fonbyegd©
00000, 39300, Bgodntmol dndoggonlo o ZoxMmMIgool dobgwgnm Y3gme omgsbo
10beMmM3g0s O 30MBEMYMOL 3cnemol dMBmLogmym bogdotmmggemml ggosabo 660b-
30mL bobols bodmbobemotgolio o bodombgyem dggemgddy godmgmgboem 396030306000,
Mm3gmmo motmomo dg.b. I vmolbemgymmol dgmtg bobggtol boyanbggdom gobolbod-
™m8cdo (bp®. 8). boobemmgg goblivgymMgdom mgoemdolosgdos yMdemol Bgododols
36030mMRgOHMZ060 MEBOFgbhom goxmMdgoodn, Mo 0odobdlnsmgdgmMmos gg00bdcMmnb-
30mL bobol 3960030300030, Lodotmbosb dmadnbatg mobol baBodol Hdtogmglimds
dmbogmolgdmmygs 8godoMom boboomgds. 0go 393330 dmMmodmbhomymo
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dognemo  boBgoom, Gmdgemme dmtol boghig obggg, bodggzgdomas dggbgdyemo. bdo-
Mo obgmogg mMbodgbhom dggdboemos ggmadghtmonemo bobggdo - bodzymbywgdo, mm-
b3ymbggoo, Gmdmgdas 393590700 doobgdyMo dmbogom. adobolinomgdgemos My-
M09RM odghboemo dmEmodmbhomydo o 39MdogomyMo bodgdo o dom dmtol
069900 3000069dY&0, 390bMgligdnto, Hgboemo, BogBogolgdyto bodgdome o 6bgg0m
30dmy30000m0 633E00eM930 dcamgdom &l gogm®dmdgdnmo (L. 9).

by. 9.

30bbo3nmMgonm gnMomgdel 0gd3gsl budotbo mGmamb dotbg dpgdaty gtgols dmBb-
Moo bohgbo, Hmdemol bhoemodgdngmo Bmmdmbmanmo gnko, 3300 goamMoggonmo
0 dgo0m, $0bgl, 60odmMb (?) 9abgogligds (by.10). donbgsgoc 080y, Gnd Loddgogmols
bodombdo vmdmhgbogmo gkgol dmmdmtmaymo gndob Byl vbogmmals 3gé dogo3gemo-
90 (3606300l bogatgmMob, bogobydol gmmol, m&mdsmgmol ymemsebgools, aemggol
bodotmgbols, gmdagmol bodotmmgbol, dgemomgmy I-0b, mMgemogmdmgool, dsbolol, bomg-
0 gmMols, 36o3moobo gm&mobe o dobobgomol Lodatmgbols dologmgddo [Robyemey-
6o, 2005; Abramishvili, 2008; t¢gBgbodg, 2011; 33060339cm0d, dhgabody, 2016; cmohgomo,
2010;2017], 30063 30g30hb00, ™3 Loddgomy&o $nMdgemo Jhmbmmmgontmog bbmtmgo
00 dgamgddg godmgmgboem dg.6. Il vmolbemgyemol dgmyg bobggtols dologmgdol mo-
booMmmymoe.

306603nmMgo0m LognMoEMgomMY, 0l Bodho, MHmMA Lodocmbdo 3gemvdogym boBaMTMb
96000 00IMABS 060l Mrgo, mdgemog Pdtog damBotgmdsdo, O3MJOMYMO 8O-
300060b 00g8m0b, dolo dydemol vtgdo dgdomgmdcos (by.11). 3bmdogmos, MHmd oégdo
0 3obmob ogegdomgdymo Botdmagbgdo 8oblognm&mgdom odoboloomgdgemo ogm
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330000 060b3omL bobobmgol s, mogol dbtog, P308d0MgoMEs 83039 39Em0mol nco-
9mmMmgonM MBIgbo-Botmdmeagbgol  [g3ogbgemonto, 1973, 115]. 33em9g30L o3 ghoddy
oMo goodhom 0mgdgol, my Mo Bybdsoe dgmbs bodsmbdo vmBmhgboem 06Bdol
0dols, ogm my 96 080 oF oMo 8VF0sb0l d0tmoo bogmo, my Lodstbdo dobo
06lgdmMdd 30380t gdmeo 8mbodbymo dgtmol 0gMMMa0dl o 003 IOMES M-
a3mm 3 3obLoBMgMmo dogmoymemgools Loddmmm.

0bmOm3memaonmo 3gemgge

o6 gdgmmmgaon®mo dobogmols dglbogemols datomgmyMo 3000bdsthgmds bodotbdo
003mPgbogmo dgemmgsebo badmgdols sbmMm3mmmanntmo 33eM93900i. 39Mdme, gobolbod-
m3Mo, 30330emgdnmol Lgglio, obogo, Loggomol godmadbgggo 08980 o dgemmgobo
0bmIom0gd0. 330Mm93900L 83 9hHoddg 1339 dgodmgde 3063393000 0mdgol, Mmad dosgo-
m9dYmo 309MMd0m0o biggbolsve. gl bHHMEdS MmgmMs demogho o gotmyg 3gbgol
dgemgdom (os coxa), oliggg, doboy&mo o 60b Bodmbgnmo Botmddgo cmomgom (L. 12).

s ,.‘..gp{“‘
 * "
p

lsn&;. 12.

BObHYMILMY, M3 3o0eMgdobe o Yool 8o bobogmol 33emgg0d dglodmgdemmds dmago
30339608mgMmo dobo obogos (by®.13). mams 00089 bLomgdo 3domgdol gdogmals 339mols
botobbo 30y00mgdl 080 PbY goboEgmmomaym 35-c00b 55 Bemodg obogdo. odsbgy
0000LhMgol gggo 3oymol dgemgddy 3obg0maMgdnmo dgemmgobo BoboBotgdog,
MhmdmgooE LEmbgo o8 obogdo ohgbl bcmemdg mogl (byk.14). dmambs Lhtgbol Lbge
0063960900 3090009090, 3000330 Yod3Y 0600030000 0b6(HbLOYE 3odogyt o(Hg0k-
300 o 8gh0gMddL §Bgmy. 99 dbtog bvobhgMglmo dobn Bgogol dgemgdals dglbbogma(s,
Mhmdmgoog 9.6.,,8bgoMol 539b9dL” 99Lgoglgdosb o Jomo ERMEFoE0s bobgMdmogso
3b9689 30mMBobmob vl ogegdotgonemo [Molleson, Blondiaux, 1994]. 36mdogmos, md
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bbbty dbgroMmool y3ogdotgds domdoyol dgemgdol mm&Bol dgisgemei o obgay,
Bgmols dogmgdol gBgdhado, Mog bbgoolbge oeg0g09d0L (MbdgmebmEomo, k-
nMoho) bdoto 308980 beogoo (bn.15). vmbodbyemo dotmzghgdol oclgdmde Lodombdo
00dmhgbogm dgemmgoeb bodmgddy ggodemggl Lodyomgdol, gogaMenwmm 0bogools
doemBgco oghon®o o yutm dghos, bh®gbyem 10dogn goMgdmado 3bmgMgonls Bglo.

bp. 13.

bp6. 14.
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0930, 9bmEOmIMmMmgonMo mgombodmobom yzgmody boobhghgbm Lodotmbdo oz-
0dogmyemo 0600030000L Mog0l Jogmoo, madgmas bbgs bobhgMglm olizgbgdol go3gmy-
3oL Lodgoemgool ggodemggl. 96 300093 361930600l MmL gobo dglodhbggo magol
Joomol dgmogtho gum®mdoEos, Modss dobo gthdogo oddomgs godmobgns. mydiso, do0y-
bgoogo 9d0bo, gb ot dgodemgds Hoomgommml Logmibemgdo Fomgonem HdZeE O
bodotbdo HadmbBmemomo Jagool 8gdmddggdol dgrgal pbwe Botdmoggbrogh (Ly.
16). dgmbgls dbtog, bodogoemo bogmEbemgdo domgdyem 3dodg HEMoaggool 3goml go-
boliobogtgdl mogols Jogmol 3gMoxmgtogddy ocligdyemo mémo gtdogo bobgmgo, Gmdgem-
0800 306ggmo dolito (39e0?) (by.17), beemm dgmbry demoggo bogbol (Lodtdmemm
3396 mbo ?) otbydom Pbo 0gmb 3odmbggnemo (bn.18).

dgbododoboc, dg90dgmgoo 3030ManEMm, 83 8¢ddnsbols inggwomol godmadbgggo d08gdn
dgbodmmo badmdmmm bolinsmol d9ho3gos ygmagomoygm, myaEo, 33emggol od 9hoddy
0 godmgmoEbogm, M3 bogdg 33Jmbgl vodnsbols, Logobggdm, goMzggnmo bobol
MohnomyM 8m3gnbgoolimsba(.

oli3gbo

bodg0emoL 3ohoEIMIn 330063E0bFOM bobols Ludstmbol 5BmAgds dogmBgeo 360dgby-
mmgobos o dgamol 3geomodogoo-gohmbmmmgools bogombgdols gooodhgool
dmombmgls. oa0bo, MmI 330000 O g3obgnmotgdymo dyo Loyagnbggdol dgbmdo-
bog90mdgdolo o 3Mbhadbhgdol g3gd 9gdomgmdl yBG™ vMgmo 3gMomols
bodotmbo (dgbodemms bodoMmgobos) o gb Bodho, vsdosbol dogh o3 sgomol yBtm
00069y bobgddo vm3g0bgool abipntos, gotg H3gb odol dgliobgd mydyg 33dmboos
Botdmeagbo.

M mgmM3 36md0em0o 03 39Momeol bodetmgbgoolimgols odobolinomgdgemos 3madog-
O96MdS o Bodokbgdol dogtom, 9trmdabgmol oobemmggl gobemoggds. dgliodedolo,
06 8o8mgMmoEbogm Lodmdogemm bodydomgdol Mmb, of 88839 9dmdol bbgo budotbgdols
0mdmBgbol dgbodgmgoemmooliss.

obggg, Loglbgdom oldggdo dnggohboo Lodotmbgymmo 3Mbhgduhol mbgydy odme,
300098 383MM 3MIYemo 39M0mEol s ggmemmaondmo i39bgdols sbligdmde.
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Summary

The multilayered archeological complex of Samshvilde is situated in southern Georgia, in
the region of Kvemo Kartli. It is often considered one of the most important historical sites in
the region. It is located on the basalt promontory located at the confluence of the Khrami and
Chivchava rivers, which was a convenient location during the Middle Ages. According to various
Georgian historical traditions, the founding of Samshvilde Saeristao (feudal unit) is related to
King Parnavaz, although the latest archeological findings confirm that Samshvilde and its nearby
territories were already used by humans in the Neolithic Era.

In 2012, the University of Georgia established a long-term project focusing on archaeological
and interdisciplinary research of the site. The project is still in progress and in the frame of that
project, systematic archaeological excavations are conducted inside the Citadel walls — the main
fortification system of the city.

During the field season in 2018 a notable discovery took place in the trench #68 of the citadel.
Under the archaeological contexts of late and high medieval centuries a burial cist from the Late
Bronze-Early Iron Age appeared, located at a depth of nearly 5 meters below ground surface.
During excavation of the burial black polished fragments of pottery decorated with various geo-
metric motifs were discovered. Horizontal and vertical lines, zig-zag lines, concentric circles and
inscribed notches are among these motifs, but the most characteristic is a large sherd of a jug
with a zoomorphic handle representing a wild goat (Capra aegagrus) or Caucasian tur (Capra
caucasicus) with prominent horns.

This type of pottery is well known for Late Bronze-Early Iron age sites of Eastern Georgia
such as: Tskhinvalis Natsargora, Satsikhuris Gora, Ghrmaghelis Kurgans, Phlevis Semetery,
Qobalas Cemetery, Meligele — |, Treligorebi, Dmanisi, Tsiteli Gora, Grakliani Gora and Mad-
nischalis Cemetery; and date to the second half of the second millennium B.C. We therefore
estimate the date of this Samshvilde funeral pottery and the burial to be 13-11 cc B.C.

A preliminary study of the skeletal remains and the mortuary context indicate this is a primary
individual burial of an adult male in a typical semi-flexed position. Other than pottery, the only
grave good is the antler of a fallow deer (Dama dama), which makes this grave significantly less
richly adorned than other male burials of its time. Sharp- and blunt-force trauma wounds are vis-
ible on the skull, indicating this male was involved in warfare, interpersonal violence, or a ritual
killing. Osteological markers also suggest this male was a habitual horse-rider.
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List of lllustrations
(Illustrations by D. Berikashvili & Is. Coupal)

Samshvilde citadel. View from West. 2018.

Archaeological trenches inside Samshvilde citadel. 2018.

Fragment of hydrological network in trench Ne 69. Samshvilde citadel.

Room in the trench Ne 60. Samshvilde citadel.

Pit contours in the trench Ne 68. Samshvilde citadel.

6. Burial in the trench Ne 68 with the human remains.

7-10. Fragments of pottery from the burial. Trench Ne 68.

11. Antler inside the burial chamber.

12. Pronounced brow ridge suggesting male sex of the individual.

13. Maxilla and upper dentition with heavy occlusal wear.

14. Right femur with enthesophytic “spicule”.

15. Thoracic vertebra with advanced osteoarthritis (macroporosity) on the right inferior articular facet.
16. Skull with taphonomic (post-mortem) deformation.

17. Skull with sharp-force wound trauma on the right parietal and frontal bones.
18. Skull with blunt-force trauma on the left parietal bone.
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