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The burial of the Late Classical Period in Turdo Gorge

Laghiashvili Grorgi,

The Department of Archaelogy, Anthropology and Art,

The article presents a discussion of
the chance finds of grave goods revealed
in 2010 near Telavicity (Georgia, Kakheti
region) in the Turdo River gorge.Ceramics,
bronze adornment and the types of metal
weapons and tools included in the grave
goods are widely known from the burial
complexes of eastern Georgia dated by the
Ist-2nd millennia AD and belong to one
and the sameethnocultural affiliation.

In this article there is suggested a sup-
position that the mentioned material cul-
ture in the given period covered the entire
territory of Georgia. This culture can be
called “Eastern Georgian” material culture
as it was presented in the very geographi-
cal range which was considered as an area
of habitation of the Kartvelians (Caucasian
Iberians) and the territory of the Kingdom
of Kartli(Iberia)by the written sources of
the Classical period (Strabo, Pliny,Claudius
Ptolemy). The archaeological fact that the-
mentioned culture (eastern Georgian)was
densely distributed in all districts of the
Kingdom of Iberia (even in its easternmost
province Hereti)indicates the ethno-politi-
cal unity of the kingdom.

Also here is rejected some of the au-
thor’s opinionstating that the northwest
border ofCaucasian Albaniareached the
Turdo gorge and the Albanian city “Tel-
ada” named in Claudius Ptolemy’s “Geo-
graphical Guidance” was Telavi city.Ac-
cording to the conclusion madebased on
theanalysis of the written sources, the Al-
baniancity“Telada”was notlocated at the
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present-day Telavi city but on the western
coast of the Caspian Sea. Therefore, the
identification of modern Telavi and Clau-
dius Ptolemy’s“Telada”with each other is
groundless and it was caused only by the
outward resemblance of these two top-

onyms.



