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Lagdomo3zgmmb Ybn3zxmboGg@n 2019 Hmosb ;sbsddmmadmmol ggmdsboal
sthggmmmanal 0bLE0EGYGMSL. obsddMMIMMOS bmMEgogmegds agmdsbool
sthggmanmagonls 0bLE0EGYE0L dogM domgdnmo g3Mm3ymo 33emJ3700L LadFmL gono-
XmogLbgdnmo gMmobGnl 834616 — ARCHCAUCASUS ,,&396bn03nMmo s Lmgonsannmo
06mM3530900 35335L05d0: 93MoBoalb LEJ3JOLS S YoMl Jomodnm 3n30mMaBoENIOL
dmol gm. 8. dcog V-1l s;sbHemgnamgddn (ERC-Advanced Grant 834616 — ARCHCAUCASUS
((Technical and Social Innovations in the Caucasus: between the Eurasian Steppe and the
Earliest Cities in the 4™ and 3" millennia BC.))" i35fngamg0da. 8gL§s3amals md0gd@&ns 8@ 335M-
5ModLbob 3ymEyMmal badmbsbmamn s Ladsmm3zsbn mgommafysmmb dnbogndsmn@yddo,
bmazgem Lodd3zngeogdo.

3mmgjdGob dgbobgd

93Mm3nmo 33cmM]3300L LLdFML gMmsabEn dmndm3s ggMmdsbonl shjgmanmgoanls nb-
LEOEBDBNL g3MobBoal gobymaznmgdol comgd@mmas 3Mmas. b. 386%7608s. 3Mmgd@ol
3obbmMm09mMgds snfym 2019 fHamob 1 03emobl s sy egds 2024 Hanal 30 0360LL.
3mad@nb gobbmMEzngmgdsda hsmorymaons ggmadsboal shggmemagnals 0bLEG0EGNEL
M35 015653dMm3gemn s Md860dg 3oMBbomma LodoMm3gmMmmMELb s MYLgmab

BIEIMO30006.

3hmagd@o dnBbae nbobozl nbm3zszngdals 33emg3sl, Mmdmydog JM. d - dcog IV-III
S0oLHmMgymgddn Abgds s 3603369mMmm356 MmmML 10353MOL 3o3MmdMamdalL nb-
&MmmM0nsdon. gb oMol domosb nbsdngymo 3ghomeon, MmegLsis 033Mo BadbosnMmo
o bmEnsmyMmo 0bm3zssns Abgds. om3n00mgym domasbl 3o o gimbmdogymo,
bm@EonsmMMo oY nMENmMymo dgelan 3Jmbs. sbgomns dsgosmomae dMnbysmb dg-
GomnMmgns, dmmMOMAl godmgmbgds s LB3. Bmagss donohbgmes, MM y3zgms
060d369mmm3560 0bm35300 d3gemo 3030a0Bo30700L 36E&Mgddn Aalm3mEsdnsby s
13303®790 0bobgds s 8Jxsb 3MEgmMEIds 838 3030amM0BsENJ1d0L ,,39M0x3gMngddn”.
0MdEs eMmms gobdszmmmodsdn, sbsn gobs, Mmad gl ym3gmm3zolb sbg s smab.
3bmdomo begds dogmo Hygds 0bmzsEngdabs, Mmdmydog 9.9. 39MoxzgMmogddo goh-
boo o 370338 393MEImEs 3n30amnBsnol 3g6@Maddn. sbgons, Fogsmnmyc,
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3b6760L Imdnbonmgds. 3tmgd&o d0bBbs nbobogl 88 Lo3ncblxdal 33eMa35Ls o o3
Log3780 35335600 Mygnmbal Mmaal dgbfazmasl. Homdmoagabos 0y sy 35335L0s
0sMngml ghornol dbMng 3n30a0BoEnol 3abE&mMIdLS s ol 3ghnzymnlxdl dmMmols oy,
3n0mnjom, gb Mxgombo me30L70MNMN ES85353d0MJdJMM0 Bool B36JE0SL SLMYPEgdES
3MgoLbEmMMoYm Bs6sdn. 3MmgdBol d0Bsbns mmbo domooo nbm3ssnol 33emg3s:
omMmoOmMob godmambgds, 39MEbamol sm30L70s, EsMNdbsbnsbo dMabysml Homdmgds,
353M0b mInbayMmyds / FsBymol Gomamgods. 88 Lyznmbgdal Igbobfhozmac snaxads s
8obbmMEgmgds snHym sthgammmaonymo gocbmgdal 3hmgd@ads Lagdommzgmmbs s
MyLyonb ByEIMSE30580. 30BI00S SMJgmemmannmo gombmgdal Ladysmgdoo s BosMmom
06&7MeabEn3mnbsmymo 33emy37000 sbagmn dmbsEgdg0nl dgammsgds [Hansen 2020].
2022 Hemob ongdgMmzamol m3zmgbgonl d38ga MyLgool Bgegmoinsdn bodydsmgdo
dahgfgdya 0gbs. 3hmad@ob amgmyddo sthggmmmaonmo gombigdo ghdymgds
dbmenmeo Logdomozgemdo.

80M3s600l smggmenmagonls 06LEG0EGNE0L 3oMmEG&bomMgdn Lojommnzgmmdn sMnsb
LogoMmm33mmL Y6033MLNEIEN S LygsMm3zgammb gMmm3byma dybgyndo.

Logomo3gmmb nbngzgmbo@gdo gamBsbgm 3Mmmggg0mMsb ghomo Lsdydomgol
5§omBmydl Loddznmeal 3@ 335M-0Moglym BsAMLsbMsMbs s Lo8smm3s6%] ngom-
Mmofysmmb dnboisndsmn@g@do. bajomm3zgmmmb ghm3zbymao dnbBando 30 mMgmbabol
3MynbEmMoym dgaamb dgoLHazmoal sbosmEnbol 3bozn3smodg@do.

by, 1 fig. sggmmmaoymo gocbmadal Loghorm byn. 2021 fanal bgd@&gdogmo.
0. 3MmY3bm3zol gmEm. Excavations in Samshvilde. September 2021. Photo by Jan Krumnow.
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Lodd30mmEgdn gobbmmEngmadnmao Lodndomydo

3hmad&olb xz3omamaddo Ly3zgmyg Lodndomydn snfym 2020 Hemosb. myde]
8obbmMEngmgdnmos shjgmmmagoymo gocmbmgdal mobo s ggmaznBognma Esb-
39M3300L mMmo 350356005. ggmxabBosyMo obB3aM3300 2020 famol md&mddgmdo
8obsbmMmEzngms dnnbbgbal nbn3zgmbn@y@ ol 3hmxizgbmmads do&mMBIS 0. BSLONbEIMAS
(Prof. Dr. J. Fassbinder). sobobndbszns, MM do@mMba 3sLONBEIMN 53 sMmgal gho-
90 y3gmabg 36mdoma b3gEnomobBos ggma8sbonsdn. dmanm Gengddo ob Lodydomgdl
5§oM3maoL bogomm3zgmmdng. nb 81domd s, 3ogsmnma, 3o63mab Mxgnmbdn, Jnddsmab
5909601Ma bbb 3M33mMagjLal dgLHozmal 3thmad@do.

2022 §enab 0360L380 30 E8B37M37300L 30073 gm0 398356005 AssBoms gMmmsbggbals
16039ML0GIG0L X3R0S 3. 0d3zsL (Dr. C. Mischka) bgenddm3sbgmmodam. s3 mmb
©o639M3700 gobbmMngmes Mmagmma 35365@¢M3AxBMaL, sbJ3]3 damMosmal
890mygbg00m. mMn3g gL bamULsHym smgym3nmo nym RTK (Real-time kinematic position-
ing) LobEJB80o, Mog dgbHozmomo BsMMONL dIdSMIMOSL BYLE S goblobmzmasL.

bym. 2 fig. shjgmmmaoymo gocmbmgdal Laghorm byn. 2022 fmaol dsnbo. o.
3M1ndbm3ol vm@m. Excavations in Samshvilde. May 2022. Photo by Jan Krumnow.

5933 96 smnbndbmb, Mm3 ggmaznBogymn EsB373M3700 dgobbmMmEngmes o-
8280056 dgesmydnm 3oy BoMoIMOBY. Lddd3znmeal 3MgobEmMoymo djygmo
omgobsm3zol Medybndg 3aMmdm Lo3YMIds3n SMLIdNM 65339MB] TFEIOSMIMODL.
d0fob 8g5L53100M700Ld856 30, BmaxgM, 39M baMmbgds bxdsmMm3a0l Bomads MYbE
33MmB0BosnM0 EsB33M3300L AsLoESMIOMSCO.
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sthgdgmmmmagoymo gocbmydal 3083560700 gobbmMEnyms N337 Mmb g@s3sc:
2021 Hamab sg30bEm-bgyd@addgma

2022 famob donb-0360b0

2022 Hamab sg30bEm-byd@addgma

2023 famob donb-0360b0

sthggmamannm gocbmydl s§amamgdl badomozgenmb nbaggmbodadol 3hmezg-
bmM-05LHo3madMgdLy s LEYEIbEJONL X8BN. LOFYTsmaddn hshommgdo sMhnsb
33035600l shggmmmanal nbLEG0EGYE L HomBmBoagbmgda. Lozgmg Ladydsmgddo
3033037 EM0Esb Ambsfomgmodsl nmadl ggmdsbool smdgmanmanol obLbE0EY-
&0l goobmgoal &33603mbo doEmbo 056 3MN3bm3n. sthjgmenmaonmo 37b3genEnal
$336039M0 smdFyM3s (0wIMIBE0MIdYm GPS, Jamad&Mmbymo mgmemmodo,
Mmmbo, 3maxagbombsmymo Yobagbo BmEMEJIb03s, 3Mm330&ahymo &gd6030
o dgbodsdnbo moElxbBoMmyxdnmMmao 3MhmgMmsdymmo PBMNB3gmMmymass) gobsbmMmEngmms
3935600l sthggmanmanal nbLG0EYETs- gJu3g0Ensdn Ambshomgmodsl nmydgb sbigsg
3305moxzogonmo dmf3gnmo bL3gEnsmobGado Lagdosmm3zgeml gmm3zbymo dYBgndo-
©sb: 39Madn3mb-MabEozma@mmn, Abs@39Mn, domsbomm3menman. dndnbsmgmodl
sfdgmammaoya gombmydol dgmygee Im3m3307m ssd0560L BobBosnmo bsdmal
3063 030L 330m335 gaMdsbgmo L3ggnomolEgdol dogM. comgdeg Loddznmeonl
3MgobEmMoym djygmBg smdmhgbomns 3@ 335M-0Majbnl 3ymEyMmol cmmobogymaon
byoo 0ben3znab obosnmo badmoa. 3n8nbstmgmodl sthggmmmaonmo dmbadm3mgdol
(6ol Bobdnmn s 3bm3xmMals d3aMgd0) smmsMomgds ggMmadsboaol madmmao@mmnyddo.
m)i0g sbMnmadymos badn bLobyxal dgLHozms, 2022 Hamb smsmamadalbom3al
dmy0mo 0gdbs 11 sbsgmo Lobxo, bongnm 2023 Hamb 300093 12 Lobyxo. 2023 Hamobonzals
©533390mM0s db737 sMJgBmmemaols s shJgmdm@sbozmbol dm§3g3s ggMadsboals
sfggmenmannl 0bLEGNEENE6. 03780705 dLJ37 CaLESbENYM0 BMbonmgds LIDAR
&aJbmmmanal gedmygbgdom. smbodbymao &gxgbmammans sthggmmmagnsdo bosbangl
Pomdmacoagbls.

2021 §enob stggmenmagnnmo gocbmgdalb bybmbol esfhygosl fobndmmes dgbslfozmo
&afhoEmmool sBmMAa3s. bLyddznmeal 3MyabEmmonma Badmbsbmsmol G0dgdsMIC,
Jnao@&ninmo 3367006856 AmImMgdom, 200 3g@&Mmob MaanLdn gobbmMmEngmes bodo
dysmo (09@mbafMmgdymo cmyMmLiIdsbn) HamEomalb dmdBoIds. gobobsbmams HamEGomadal
B1LEG0 3mBE0s s bLndsmang. bLydydsmgdal BndnbsmMymdNLLL godmaygbgds mma GNSS
000700 56@76s. 58 56E06700L LydNsMId00 076 SBMBnNN LedNTsm stYoMIdNE S 53

3Momyd80 838ama gobbmMEngmaoymo by3gmY 33¢MI3300L 3xEIBoE 3odm3mIbomo
m0037&00-

sthdgmamanyio gombigdn bmmEngmgds gambmgonl gdbaimbol nsb 3mnabmsnl
3J&0ymo Asoryyemodoom. shdgmamagoymo dygangdolbs s mbadmzmadol gojdbagonbsl
390m0ygbgds Fm@Gmgmadg&mos. moEgbbomadymo 3md3nn@&gMmnmo 3Mhmgmadgdals
890myqb3d0m bgds mEmamadg@monma dmegmadabs s mhormam@mgdal 30mgds
0 35000 06¢73M0M70s dgaMLsNbBMMAsE0m d3BST0.
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sthgdgmenmaonmo gombmgonl 3oMomymnmo, Lddndom xauR0L goM3339mMO0
B6ofomon, Logomm3zgammb Nbogzgmbo@aB ol LENEIbEJON, sSbmMmEngmIdL 3o8xMym
LOTNFomgoL. 308NbsMIMdES shggmemanymo dmbadm3zsma dobogmols 3nM3gmMacen
05379053709, 3oM7(3B39, bMI3MS, BMEM s gMoxzngymo 30jLsENs, LEsEGNLEGIYMO
b 0B0, IMbogdms gamad&mmbymo dsBab dyggbe.

bym. 3 fig. shggmmmaonyma goobmaoal baghorm bya. 2022 Gamal Lyd@&gdodogma.
0. 3M3bm30L BmEm. Excavations in Samshvilde. September 2022. Photo by Jan Krumnow.

©533390am0 Lodndomyodo

2024 ol oggadomos goombmgonl 30033 Mmoo 300356006 ho@omgds donl-
0360L3d0. 97db3g0ENS30 & oMma AsgMo370056 Logomo3zgmmb Hbn3zgmboGadob
stdgmmmmaoal dndomamymgdnl bEMN®I6EJ00. Bom LadYsmMIdS 7769050 donmmb sy
dom@m sthggmmmaoymo goobmaonl gedmaamgds, sthsdgc, dgomhomb s n3domb
3Mmyd@mob ©o303d0Madym Loznmbgdbg, Mmdmgdng dgndmgods gobgl dson
LO335MNB0ISE0M BSFMMAYON - LdddISMI3MM 36 LBsgnbEMm 17d700. dgladmgdMMdY
009390500 dgomhomb 0537500, sbomo dmbs3g8gool godmygbgdom, Lodgsbommm
3mbxzgMmgbngdobom30l s o.0.

2024 Hyab Lsdndomgodo sthgdgmemaadal gofms hogMmm3x0056 LB3sELLBIS
s53b63sM7 LdgEbogMm alEzN3mMmnbidal Homdmadsgybamado.

sthdgmamanymn gombmgoal sbymgdnl 8300098 snHygos 81ndsmods dm3m3jdnma
dmbs3g3700L Ladmmmm SbsENBOL30L s 8735x 537070 3POMN35300L godMUbSE3Y8s.
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byM. 4 fig. ggmaaboinmo sB33M37300. 2022 Hanob 0360Lo. M350 Fodsd30mals
xam@m. Geophysical prospection in Samshvilde. June 2022. Photo by Levan Tchabashvili.

8°8myg630mo0 modaMmoGaMms

Hansen, S. (2020). ERC Advanced Grant ARCHCAUCASUS Technische und soziale Inno-
vationen im Kaukasus: zwischen Eurasischer Steppe und den friihesten Stadten im 4. und 3.
Jahrtausend v. Chr. Eurasien-Abteilung Deutsches Archdologisches Institut Berlin 2020.
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Joint Studies of the University of Georgia and the German Institute of
Archaeology at the Prehistoric Site of Samshvilde

Tchabashvili Levan
The University of Georgia
l.tchabashvili@ug.edu.ge

The University of Georgia has been collaborating with the German Institute of Archae-
ology since 2019. The collaboration operates under the ERC-Advanced Grant 834616
— ARCHCAUCASUS (Technical and Social Innovations in the Caucasus: between the Eurasian
Steppe and the Earliest Cities in the 4th and 3rd millennia BC) received by the German Insti-
tute of Archaeology. The project primarily examines a Kuro-Araxes culture settlement and a
cemetery in the Samshvilde Village of the Tetritskaro municipality.

The goal of the Project is to obtain new data about stratigraphy, chronology of the
former settlement of Eneolith/Early Bronze Era and other issues. Natural sciences were also
used in the researches.

The archaeological site is located in Tetritskaro Municipality, on agricultural land parcels
of villages Samshvilde and Dagheti. Today these land parcels are privately owned. The site
was discovered accidentally, during the ground works. It was studied by Samshvilde team of
Tetritskaro archaeological expedition in 1968-1970s. 41 graves were studied on the burial
ground. Out of these, 36 graves belonged to the prehistoric era and 5 graves belonged to
the Middle Ages. A former settlement of the Early Bronze era located on the opposite side of
the burial ground, at the distance of 600 meters to the south was studied. Results of these
researches were published by G. Mirtskhulava as a monograph in 1975.

Fieldwork within the project commenced in 2020 and has included four archaeological
excavations and two geophysical reconnaissance campaigns to date. In October 2020, a geo-
physical survey was led by Professor J. Fassbinder from the University of Munich. A subsequent
reconnaissance in June 2022 was spearheaded by Dr. C. Mischka and his team from Erlangen
University, employing both magnetometer and georadar techniques.

The archaeological excavations unfolded in four phases:
1. August-September 2021

2. May-June 2022

3. August-September 2022

4. May-June 2023

These archaeological excavations were conducted by a team of professors and students

215



,SMIImanma05“ by9sm37emmb 16039MboGEIG0L b>393609M0m 41mMbseNN

from the University of Georgia, with participation of the representatives of the German
Institute of Archaeology and guest experts from the National Museum of Georgia, including
a ceramicist-restorer and an artist. Archaeological finds, such as charcoal and animal bones,
have been sent for dating to German labs. Three samples have already been studied, 11 new
samples taken for dating in 2022 and 12 more in 2023. Plans for 2023 also include inviting
an archaeozoologist and an archaeobotanist from the German Institute of Archaeology, and
introducing remote sensing via LiDAR technology, which is a novel technology in archaeology.

Alongside fieldwork, a segment of the team, comprising University of Georgia students,
focuses on indoor tasks like initial processing of archaeological materials — washing, num-
bering, photographic and graphic documentation, and statistical analysis, leading to the
compilation of an electronic database.

Another excavation campaign is scheduled for: May-June 2024.

After completing these excavations, the team will begin the final data analysis and pre-
pare a publication summarizing the work.
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